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SILVER THIMBLE. 
INTRODUCTION. 


Tr is uſual with thoſe who become their 
own hiſtorians, to ſay ſomething of their ge- 
nealogy, adhering to the general maxim of 
mankind, who feel themſelves of more or leſs 
conſequence in proportion to the lift of 
noble anceſtors which they are able to trace 
from preceding generations; and, though of 
opinion that neither the.advantages of birth 
Nor title, independent of intrinfic worth, can 
ennoble their adventitious poſſeſſors, I can- 
not ſtep ſo far out of the beaten track of 
cuſtom, as to omit the mention of ſo eſſen- 
tial a ſubject, leſt it ſhould be ſuſpected that 
I ſprung from ignoble parentage, or derived 
my exiſtence from a ſource leſs -pure and 
A2 meritorious 
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meritorious than that which gave me be- 
ing. 

Were I inclined to enlarge upon my an- 
ceſtry, I ſhould ſay that few could boaſt ſupe- 
rior lineage ; but on that I pride myſelf very 
little, being convinced that under leſs favour- 


original greatneſs of ray family would have 
availed but little towards the attainment of 
the advantages which TI have ſince poſſeſſed. 

Myſelf and a numerous progeny were the 
offspring of an union tounded on rational 
principles; our parents, on one fide re- 
nowned for worth and beauty, on the other 
for ſtability and firmneſs. At a famous ma- 
nufacturing town in Y orkſhire we were firſt 
uſhered into the world ; and from the hands 
of labour, more than high deſcent, derive 
that reputation which we have ſince acquired 
among mankind. 


endowed among other valuable qualities, 
with extenſive powers of retention, my little 


intereſting circumſtances of my birth, and 
haften 


able auſpices than thoſe of honeſt induſtry, the 


But as our race (however uſeful) is not 


Reader will pardon me if I paſs over the un- 
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haſten to that period when the union to 
which I am indebted for my exiſtence firſt 
recommended me to the attention of the 


young lady whoſe manners and example 
they will, I flatter myſelf, perceive to be an 
excellent pattern for imitation, 


———_——_ 


A PURCHASE. 


ONE fine ſummer's morning I found my- 
ſelf with many others of a ſimilar ſpecies, 
though of different parentage, incloſed with- 
in the narrow limits of a ſmall travelling 
box, devoted to the conveyance of different 
articles of hardware from one village to 


another, for the purpoſes of traffic among the 


opulent of the neighbourhood. 

My maſter (whom you muſt fuggeft from 
what has been already faid was a pedlar) had 
purchaſed me and a f:w more of the ſame 
family, among an aſſortment of faſhionable 
articles calculated to attract the eye, and by 
the large profits of which they would admit 

double his little * as we were 
23 
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not ranked among the valuable part of his 


dern attractions, we enjoyed no conſpicuous 
place among his trinkets, but were conſigned 
to an obſcure corner of the box—nailed unob- 
truſively, like humble merit, til} accident, 
uniting with good fortune, ſhould draw us 
into notice. | | 

It is not always the moſt conſpicuous 
ſituations that are productive of the greateſt 
happineſs—for few in the buſtle of public life 
retain their priſtine purity, unſoiled by the 
ruſt of modern follies—ſo it fared with my 
more glittering companions, who in the 
various attentions they attracted, when ex- 
poſed to the view of caſual cuſtomers, were 
ſo frequently handled and deranged, that 
after a circuit of a few miles, my maſter 
found it neceſſary to reſtore their luſtre by a 
foft bruſh (which he always carried in his 
pocket), and replace them again in the ſame 
order as when he firſt ſet out—to effet 
which he ſeated himſelf under the branches 


amuſing himſelf in the mean time with cal- 
culating the profits each article would pro- 


— 


merchandize, from being deficient in mo- 


of a ſpreading tree, and began his operations, 


3-- duce, 
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duce, and, like moſt ſpeculators, beheld in 
his mind's eye the little box increaſe in bulk, 


until it expanded into a cheſt too large to be 


portable, from which it would have ſoon 


been converted into a large ſhop (for ideal 


wealth is rapid in its increaſe), had not the 
ſound of approaching feet rouſed him from 
his reverie, and prompted him haſtily to 
finiſh his taſæ from a hope that the party 
who were then at a little diſtance might 
help to realize his ſanguine ideas, by pur- 


chaſing ſome of his trinkets. 


During this ſcene of confuſion, I lay un- 
diſturbed in my corner, being of too little 
conſequence to ſhare the attention of my 
owner; and as ſolitude is ſaid to be the pa- 
rent of reflection, I amuſed myſelf in contem- 
plating the avidity with which mankind pur- 
ſue the accumulation of that phantom of fe- 
licity, which, farther than as it contributes 


to the actual wants of life, and enables them 


to aſſiſt their fellow creatures, can afford no 
genuine happineſs; for 

« Will gold procure the real heartfelt bliſs, 

« Expunge thoſe deeds which we have done amiſs ? 

“ Willit, if Reputation fleet away, 


* Bring back the heaven- born — or force hor 
ſtay ! he 
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that they are coveted even by thoſe who 
know not the proper uſe of them. One 
fancies that nothing could exceed the ſatis- 
faction of being able to indulge a luxurious 
appetite—another, that unbounded authority 
over his inferiors would contribute his 
greateſt pleaſure—and a third, that ſuch an 
exhibition of external grandeur as would 


muſt be the ultimatum of human felicity ! 
Alas! how few are fuf--ptible of thoſe libe- 
ral ideas which teach them the true enjoy- 
ment of wealth | and thoſe few, it is to be 
| lamented, are ſeldom potictied of the means. 
But fuch are the puzpoſes of God; and it 
would be impious to arraign the all-wiſe 
gecrce. 
My reflections were wan interrupted by 
the appearance of three ladies, who croſſed 
from an aqjoining meatow a itile leading to 
that in which my maſter had take; up his ſeat. 
As the box was {till open, I had an op- 
portunity of making my obſervations as they 
approached, without any fear of offending by 
the ſcrutiny. 
The 


Vet ſuch is the univerſal love of riches, 


give him the pre-eminence over his neighbour, 


72 
» 1 
* 

Ws . 
1 
by 


THE SILVER THIM BLE. 9 


The eldeſt, as I afterwards found, was 
Miſs Prudentia Colville, the only unmarried 
ſiſter 'of Mrs. Steady, and appeared about 
thirty the younger ladies were her nieces, 
Miſs Clara Steady and Miſs Amelia Care- 
leſs. 

The latter, on obſerving the glittering 
contents of the box, which acquired additional 
ſplendor from the ſun juſt then emitting one 
of its brighteſt rays, exclaimed, with the 
ardour natural to youth, O, dear, what 
<« beautiful things! Do, pray aunt, buy 
« me ſomething ; this is the ſame man that 
« Mrs. Purchaſe, of Elm Hall, deals with 
« when he comes their way, and he ſells 
% every thing very cheap.” 

This eulogium did not eſcape the ears of 
my maſter—he aroſe, and, preſenting his box, 
aſſured the ladies that his goods were of the 
very beſt kind, and more reaſonable in their 
price than any they would meet with; at 
the ſame time fixing on each article a price 
which afforded a profit of nearly cent. per 
cent. ; but, as they were no judges of their 
worth, the unreaſonableneſs of his demands 
did not prevent their becoming purchaſers. 


Miſs 
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Miſs Careleſs ſoon prevailed upon her aunt 
to buy her a ſilver enamelled tooth-pick 
caſe, a fruit-knife, and ſeveral other trifles 
— but Miſs Steady, leſs preſuming, when 
offered the fame indulgence, ſaid ſhe did 
not recolle& any thing ſhe wanted, unleſs 
it was a thimble. Several were ſhewn her, 
ſome of ſilver fillagree, others of highly po- 
liſhed filver, with blue enamelled edges, in- 
laid with curious mottos, but none of them 
ſeemed to pleaſe her, and turning to her aunt, 
ſhe ſaid, ſhe muſt decline her kindneſs for 
the preſent, as there were none among them 
that ſuited her. 

At firſt I could not help condemning this 
young lady for a caprice very unufual at her 
age, and very unamiable at every period of 
life; but I was ſoon convinced of my error, 
by diſcovering that her conduct was dictated 
by motives very different from y hat 1 had 
ſuſpected. 

Juſt as my maſter was cloſing his box, al- 
molt angry at the trouble ſhe had given him 
without buying any thing that was ſhewn 
her, ſhe eſpied me and my companions in 
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our obſcure ſtation, and, reaching out her 
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delicate little hand, begged he would ſhew 
her “ thoſe thimbles in the corner ;” adding, 
« ſhe had not till that minute obſerved 
« them.” 


«. What, the ſteel-topped ones!“ ſaid 


Miſs Careleſs ; “ I hope you are not going 


« to buy one of thoſe clumſy, aukward 
« things.” 

cc Why not?” returned Miſs Steady ; <« I 
e think they look quite as well as the 
te others; and I like them beſt becauſe they 
« are more durable.“ 
What ſignifies the ſtrength of a thim- 
te ble;—it will laſt only until it is loſt, and 
« fo will any other; I believe I have had 
half a dozen within theſe twelve 
„% months.“ * 5 

« You are very heedleſs then, I think, 
my dear,” ſaid Miſs Prudentia Colville, 
who had liſtened attentively to their diſ- 
courſe—< Clara is, I believe, more careful, 
« and I dare ſay ſhe is alſo aware of ano- 
es ther _e vantage which a ſteel top has over 
<« a ſilver one.” 


«K Yes, Madam,” replied Miſs Steady, 
| " I have | 
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* have obſerved that they do not ſoil the 
ce thread nearly ſo much as thoſe that are 
« all filver, and that is the reaſon' why I 
ce prefer them.“ 

During this converſation, ſeveral of my 
companions had been fitted on, ſome of 
which were too large, and others too ſmall ; 
but at length, my turn being arrived, the 
eſſay was more ſucceſsful, and T had the 
good fortune to become the property of a 
young lady, who, at ten years of age, poſ- 
ſeſſed more ſolidity of judgment, than many 
that have attained twice that number; for 

were you to aſk two-thirds of the young ; 
people of the preſent age a motive for their 7 
actions, they could not give you one ſo ra- 
tional, as that which was alledged by Clara 
Freddy for her preference of a ſteel-topped 
thimble. 

The purchaſe- money being paid, (which 
my maſter took care ſhould compenſate for 
his trouble, by enhancing my price as ſoon 
as he perceived that I was the object of at- 
tention,) I was conſigned to my new pro- 


prietreſs, who, wrapping me carefully in a 
piece 
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piece of tiſſue paper, put me into her pocket, 
where I was left to ruminate at leiſure on 
the various revolutions of this life, and con- 
gratulate myſelf on a change that I foreſaw 
muſt be to my advantage; having no-longer 


1 a maſter, whoſe mercenary ideas, and over- 


reaching diſpoſition, might in time have con- 
taminated the purity of mine ; for it is a 
truth, too fully eſtabliſned to be diſputed, 
| that the example of ſuperiors oftener tents to 
the corruption of moral virtue, than any 
natural temptations originating from the in- 
| being of vice. 


{ 
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RATIONAL BIRTH-DAY 
PLEASURES. 


THE ladies purſued their walk to Poplar '# 


Hall, which was the name of Miſs Colville's 
habitation— and as they ratabled cheerfully ' 
through the fields, Miſs Steady remarked | 


to her aunt the pleaſures they had enjoyed 1 
on the feſtivo! of the foregoing day.—As a 7 
feſtival Was a ſubject tOO attractive for me to 2 
be indifferent to, eſpecially ſuch as occur in the 'F 
family I was about to enter, I lent an atten- 7 


tive ear to their diſcourſe, and found that it 
was the cuſtom with Mrs. Steady to cele- 


brate the anniverſary of her birth-day, by * 


giving decent cloathing to ſix poor men and 


women, whoſe indigent circumſtances and 


ſobriety of conduct recommended them to 


her beneficence ; and alſo regaling them with _% 
a comfortable dinner of roaſt meat and plum- 
puddings—the remains of which they were 


permitted to take home to their families. 
I learnt alſo, that it was cuſtomary with 


this benevolent lady to make the birth-day 


> * 
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| 4 Pr her children a day of jubilee among the 
3 poor, and that the young people on ſuch 
ſoccaſions were permitted to diſplay their 
3 Wiberatiry in giving away various kinds ef 
Fofeful linen to the ſurrounding peaſantry, in 
'J the making of which they employed them- 
ſelves during their leiſure hours and anti- 
I ( pared, for many preceding months, the 
ſatis faction they ſhould derive in making 
glad the hearts of their indigent neighbours. 
Theſe particulars would not have been fo 
fully communicated, had not Miſs Careleſs, 
who I found lived in London, and was 
then on a viſit to her aunt Colville, aſk2d 
| many queſtions relative to the ſubject ; from 
Z# which it was evident to me, that from affi- 
7 nity of blood we muſt not N infer 
2 affinity of ſentiment. 
I thought,” faid ſhe, „ when told that 
7 © my aunt Steady gave an entertainment on 
her dirth-day, that all the genteel people 
F< in the neighbourhood would be there 
„ that we ſhould have a great dinner, and 
„ muſic, and dancing; that every one 
« yould be dreſſed in their beſt clothes; and 
— 2 ae 
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ce that we ſhould be happier than on any # 
&« other day in the year.” | 

« And were you not happy ?” returned 
Miſs Colville : “ ſurely, Amelia, there can 
« be no greater felicity than that wk 
cc reſults from communicating comfort to, 
« others! You had a very nice dinner, I'm 
& ſure,” 

« Yes, ſo we have every day; but we 
„“ had no muſic.” T“ 1 

« How can you ſay ſo?” ſaid Miſs 2 « 
Steady; © had we not the bleſſings of all 
s the. poor people, made happy by my ma- 
ma's kindneſs, and (as ſhe often fays)  - 
ce what muſic can be ſo grateful to the ear? 
« For my part, I am never fo well pleaſed & - 
e as at ſeeing the pleaſure they expreſs in lit» 
« ting down to a plentiful dinner—and 3 
& when they drink her health, and pray for | 
her long life, I think I ſee their prayers 
« aſcend to heaven. Did you obſerve the 
« poor old woman who fat at the lower end 
« of the table; how delighted ſhe was in 
& being aſked about her ſon that was gone 2 
ec abroad, and her daughters that live in 1 
* London?” | 
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„e Ves, I did, and wondered my aunt 
ee would take the trouble of talking about 
„ ſuch people as them the fon only a ſai- 
7 0 lor, a the daughters but common ſer- 


FF 


| — io Colville, angry at the want of feel- 


ing which her niece diſcovered, here inter- 
rupted their diſcourſe, by aſking if ſhe did 
not think the ſons and daughters of poverty 


were equally dear to their parents as the 


offspring of affluence ? 


Amelia coloured, and replied, that ſhe 
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4 ſuppoſed, they were, but could be of no con- 
1 to other people. 

64. I am ſorry you have not been taught 
to think differently, my dear - every be- 
nevolent mind finds a pleaſure in converſ- 
ing on any ſubject that may communieate 
the moſt trivial ſatisfaction to others it 
was no ways intereſting to your aunt to 
know that young Ploughfield acquitted 
himſelf properly in his ſtation, or that 
his ſiſters had got better places than when 
they firſt left home; but to their mother 
it was of infinite conſequence - Could my 
ſiſter then have choſen a better topic than 
« that, 


— 
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« that on which ſhe fixed? but when ar- 
<« rived to maturer years, I truſt you will 
<« learn to think. more juſtly, and believe, 
| © that both in our converſation and con- þ 
duct, there is equal e in giving] 1 

e ſatisfaction as in receiving it.” 3 
Much more paſſed on ſimilar ſubjects as | 3 
they cheerfully purſued their walk; and 4 
from the general tenor of their diſcourſe, 1 3 
was led to imagine, that Mrs. Steady poſ- 
ſeſſed an affluent fortune, not conſidering | 1 
that a great mind is capable of rendering a 
moderate one extenſively beneficial. 
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C CONOMNW THE SOURCE or 
LIBERALIT V. 


was enabled to contribute ſo liberally to the 
comfort of others, were ſoon demonſtrated 
to me by the conduct and converſation of 
my new poſſoſſor, who, on finding that the 


dew began to moiſten the graſs, carefully 
pinned 


BUT the means by which this good lad, 
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pinned up her frock, and kept the path in 
which ſhe was leaft liable to ſoil her ſhoes, 
while ſhe endeavoured to perſuade Miſs 
Careleſs to follow her example. 

The advice, however, was unattended to, 
though enforced alſo by her aunt—inſtead of 
pinning it up, ſhe ſometimes held up one 
fide, while the other draggled in the dew ; 
then, forgetting herſelf, the would again let it 
down; and the damp part taking the light 
duſt in the path, it was ſo completely dirtied 
before they reached Poplar Hall, that, though 
put on only a few hours before, it was no 
longer fit for wear; and her gloves and 
ſhoes, from running continually out of the 
path to pick ſome wild flower or berries that 
ſhe perceived in the hedges, were ſo totally 
ſoiled and diſcoloured, that neither of them 
could be worn any more, unleſs when at 
home, or at play in the garden. 

At ſupper time, which was ſoon after 
their arrival at the Hall, the ſame inatten- 
tion alſo prevailed, and was conſpicuouſly 
contraſted with the invariable ceconomy of 
her couſin. A bow] of ſtrawberries and 


cream, with ſome light cakes, were placed 


before 


before them, which Miſs Careleſs began to 


omitted at home), and then fat down to her 
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eat without any previous ceremony, not 
even craving a bleſſing on her repaſt; but 
Miſs Steady, after ſecuring her clothes from 
being ſtained, by putting on a napkin which 
lay ready for that purpoſe, aſked permiſſion '# 
of her aunt to ſay grace (a cuſtom ſhe never 


fupper. 
Before they had half finiſhed, Amelia's 


tucker and front of her frock, from the 
bafſty, heedleſs manner in which ſhe ate, 
were as compleatly dirtied with the ftraw- 
berries and cream, as her ſkirt had be- 
fore been by the duſt and dew ; ſo that when 
they aroſe from table ſhe exhibited the moſt 
ſlatternly and diſguſting appearance - while 
the unſoiled garments of Clara Steady 
ſeemed to reproach her with that want of 
attention which was evident in all her con- 
duct. | AM 
When they retired for the night, the lat: 
ter neatly folded up every article of her 
apparel as ſhe pulled them off, which being 
obſerved by the former, who had been un- 
accuſtomed to ſuch preciſion,ſheridiculedwhat 
_ the 
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I ſhe deemed the formality of her couſin, and 


Z afked why ſhe took ſuch pains to keep her 
15 clothes clean, when both her aunt and mama 


had plenty of ſervants to waſh them? and 


Z beſides, with a fortune that admitted of ſuch 
2 extenſive charity, what need was there to 
be ſo faving in dreſs ? 


&« It is that,” replied Clara, my mama 
« tells me, which enables her to be charita- 
cc ble—ſhe is always very angry when we 
ce dirt or ſpoil any thing through careleſſ- 


7 © neſs; as ſhe ſays the money ſo waſted 


„ would help to make the poor comfort. 


& able,” 


« How can making them dirty be any 
cc waſte, ſince they are fit to wear again 
„ when waſhed ?” | 

“ Yes, ſo they are; but then you know 
* the oftener they are wathed, the ſooner 
© they wear out; beſides the additional ex- 
<« pence and the unneceſſary trouble it gives 
© the ſervants; and then it looks ſo diſa- 
« greeable, tg ſee one's cloaths all over dirt 
* and rumpled, even if we are to have 
6 clean things the next day,” 

« J de- 


| THE MORNING's INVOCATION, 
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« declare I never thought there were | 
« half fo many reaſons for cleanlineſs be- | 
<« fore, though I am often chid for making 
« myſelf dirty—but PlI endeavour to be 
“ more careful in future—for I really was 
cc aſhamed of my frock this evening as we 
<« fat together after ſupper.” | 

The young ladies now, becoming ſleepy, 
dropt the ſubject, and, after recommending 
themſelves to the care of the Almighty 
Guardian of mankind, fell into a comfort- 
able ſlumber, where for the preſent I ſhall 
leave them to the pleaſures of undiſturbed 
repoſe. 


| | | 


AND INSTRUCTIVE WAL. 


IT has ever been allowed, that early riſing 3 
and moderate exerciſe is greatly conducive to 


health; and the inhabitants of Poplar Hall 
were ſtrict adherents to that ſalutary maxim 


which, as Miſs Steady had been accuſtomed I 
to 
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Ito riſe betimes, was no hardſhip; but ſhe 
vas up, and ready equipped for her walk, 

before her couſin had left her bed; for though 

Miſs Careleſs had been ſome time with her 
T aunt, ſhe ftill retained the fame unwilling- 
T neſs to quit her pillow, as at the earlier part 
of her viſit, and was generally called two er 


three times before ſhe could aſſume reſolu- 
tion to put on her clothes. At the ſecond 
ſummons, however, this morning, ſhe 
opened her eyes, and ſeeing Clara already 
dreſſed and fitting by the window, (con- 
templating the beauties of the ſurrounding 


22 ſcenes, and admiring the innocent gambols 
of the lambs which were frifking about the 
2 adjoining fields) ſhe became aſhamed of her 


thing ſhe did appeared to reſult from chance 


indolence, and, immediately leaping out of 
bed, dreſſed herſelf with great precipitation, 
though not with much exactneſs, for every 


rather than attention. She then ſaid ſhe was 


4 ready to go down ſtairs. 


« If you pleaſe, my. dear,” replied Miſs 
| Steady, « we will firſt ſay our prayers, and 
repeat a hymn or two. 


Herg 


—— —üü— —E—— gg 
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the did wrong, had never been properly in- 


Here was a ſecond ſource of confuſioti. 
Amelia Careleſs, though often chid when 


ſtructed to da right; and, though ſhe had | 7 
been uſed to ſay her prayers, had burthened 7 
her memory with little more than the Lord's 
prayer and the Belief, which the repeat | 
more from habit than an idea that it was ne- | 
ceſſary to offer up her daily petitions | to | 5 1 
Heaven for a continuance of its bleſſings. 1 | 

But ſhe was a good-natured girl, and, after 
ſaying thoſe, candidly acknowledged her 
ignorance of any other, except a few lines 
from Dr. Watts's Cradle Hymn, and fome | 1 
verſes which the had marked in her 3 4 
adding that if her couſin would take the trou- 
ble, ſhe ſhould be obliged to her to eech 
her ſome. 

This requeſt was cheerfully complied ail 
by Miſs Seems who, after performing tier © 
morning's devotion with that fervency and ; 
ſeriouſneſs which ſhould always accompany | 
the act of prayer, repeated twice to her the 
following beautiful lines from Pope, which 
are the moſt ſublime and comprehenſive | A 
; almoſt I | 


- 
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moſt any compoſition in the Engliſh lan- 
uage. It is with great propriety ftiled 


THE UNIVERSAL PRAYER. 


Father of all! i in every age, 
In every clime ador'd, 

By faint, by ſavage, and by ſage, 
Jehovah, Jove, or Lord! 


; 15 Thou great firſt cauſe, leaſt underſtood, 
: 1 | Who all my ſenſe confin'd 
= To know but this, that thou art good, 
her 73 And that myſelf am blind; 


me Vet gave me in this dark eſtate, 

4 _ To ſce the good from ill; 
And, binding nature faſt in fate, 
= Left free the human will. 


3 What conſcience dictates to be done, 
ith 1 Or warns me not to do, 
This, teach me more than hell to ſhun, 
9 That, more than heaven purſue, 


What bleſſings thy free bounty gives, 
Let me not caſt away ; 
For God is paid when man receives; 


T* enjoy is to obey. 


„ 


E | „ 
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Vet not tq earth's contracted ſpan 
Thy goodneſs let me bound, 

Or think thee Lord alone of man, 

When thouſand worlds are round ; 


Let not my weak unknowing hand 
Preſume thy bolts to throw, 

Or deal damnation round the land 
On each I judge thy foe. 


# 


If I am right, thy grace impart | 
| Still in the right to ſtay ; X 5 
If 1 am wrong, oh teach my heart 
To find that better way. 


Save me alike from fooliſh pride, 
Or impious diſcontent, 

At aught thy wiſdom has denied, 

Or aught thy goodneſs lent. 


5 


Teach me to feel another's woe, 
To hide tlie fault I ſee; 

That mercy I to others ſhow, _ 
That mercy ſhow to me. 


Mean though I am, not wholly ſo, 
Since quicken'd by thy breath; 
O lead me whereſoe'er I go, 


Through this day's life or death, 
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This day be bread and peace my lot: 
All elſe beneath the ſun : 
Thou know'ſt if beſt beſtow'd or not, 
And let thy will be done. 


To thee whoſe temple is all ſpace, 
Whoſe altar earth, ſea, ſkies! 

One chorus let all beings raiſe 
All nature's incenſe riſe. 


1 While thus employed, their aunt came 
| þ into the room, and, pleaſed at Amelia's 
2 wiſh for improvement, told her ſhe had in 
4 her book-caſe à ſmall ſelection of poems, and 
among them ſhe believed were the verſes ſo 
E correctly repeated by her couſin, which, on 
their return from their morning's walk, ſhe | 
J would look out for their pana ; 
The young ladies then accompanied Miſs 
4 Colville on a ramble through the adjacent 
4 elds, and in their way looked in upon ſeve- 
; Aral poor families made happy by that lady's 
3 Penerolenee and condeſcenſion; the young 
and induftrious ſhe encouraged by approba- 
2 the aged and infirm ſhe ſoothed by pity 
and aſſiſtance, and thus was her early riſing 
productive of pleaſure and advantage to 


4 
55 


his 5 G2 others, 
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wing as well as conducive to her own | 4 


had never before conſidered as of any import. 4 
ance. She had often beheld the face of na- 7 5 
ture ſmiling and verdant as it then appeared, 
but had beheld it without any of thoſe emo- 9 
tions which inſpire an inquiſitive mind, 7 
anxious to learn the particular uſe of what- e 
ever ſtrikes the eye as novel and worthy of 
admiration; but from the curioſity of her 
couſin, who had been taught to admire che tt 
goodneſs of Providence, in uniting utility 0 
with beauty in almoſt every object of inani- b | 
mate as well as animate creation, ſhe now 
began to diſcover ſomething intereſting in 1 
the ſtudy of nature, and in her turn made 
ſeveral inquiries, whenever an opportunity 
offered of deriving information, 4. 
« Such a flower or ſuch a plant is pretty,” 9 
had been the only obſervation made on them ; 
before; but it was now © Clara, can you 
tell me what i is its quality ? or, pray aunt 

cc can . 
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own can you inform me of the particular vir- 
tues for which it is remarkable ?” 
jects 1 This queſtion occurred frequently in their 
Fay through the ſhrubbery, which was then 
7 i its higheſt bloom; and ſo much was Ame- 
port ia attracted by the agreeable ſcent ſhe in- 
na- I aled from a border of lavender which ſkirted 
ared, Þ Jome of the plots, that ſhe threw away a 
emo- 4 Handful of ripening wheat, which ſhe had 
uind, x gathered in the corn-held, to make a noſegay 
hat- 2 of the fragrant ſhrub. 
Yy of # Thus it is,” ſaid her aunt, © that the 
her tc uſeful ſo often gives place to the agreea- 
e ee able] but though you admire the lavender, 
ility 1 00 « ſurely Amelia you need not throw away the 
ani- 3 F ears you took ſuch, pains to ſelect, that 
now © you might lber your mama the forward 
g in 5 e ſtate of the corn.” 
nad e can gather ſome more, madam, before I 
ni te return home, and it will then be ſtill for- 
_ « warder.” 

True, my dear, it is poſſible to do ſo; 
tc but do you conſider that each handful you 
| cc gather of that uſeful article is abſolute 
e waſte? Was every perſon who paſles 
40 through a corn- field to pick only an equal 
C3 <« quantity, 


wo 


youſ 
LU nt} 
can 4 


it would greatly reduce the general pr 1 
<« duce of the haryeſt.” | 70 

Miſs Careleſs immediately ſaw her erroſf 
and, aided by her couſin, carefully picked uM 
every ſcattered ear, which ſhe . in bell 


in her hand. x 
„ Lavender is uſed for various purpoſes! 4 
« my dear,“ replied Miſs Colville; “ two o 1 
< three of which come within common 
« gbfervation—in the firſt inſtance, it 4. W 
c“ fords, by diſtillation, an agrecable per. . 
« fume; and, in the ſecond, by infuſton f ; 
c affords a reviving ſpirit, e 
« made uſe of in medicinal preparations ;Þ 
cc or, when ſimply dried, and put into the 4 
« drawers and boxes in which we keep our: E 4 
linen, it gives it a pleaſant and refreſhing” J 
| ſmeil -I dare ſay you tan hear n | 
« cried about the ftreets in town.” 
« (), yes, I recolleR it now; but pray, 
© aunt, what do you call thoſe pretty pu- 
« ple flowers that ſeem to grow wild i 


& yonder hedge, and twine about the "3 
„ buſhes: . 9 


C 


* 


= 
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& buſhes ?” So ſaying, Miſs Careleſs trip- 
ped acroſs the walk with the intent of 
plucking a bunch of them; but having 
pulled one from its ſtalk, the ſmell was ſo 
offenſive, that ſhe threw it from her, ex- 
claiming — 

« Who would have thought ſuch a pretty 
« looking flower had been ſo diſagreeable !* 

« So it is, my dear, with many things 
ce that appear pleaſing to the eye; which 
“ ſhould teach us not to be too much at- 
ce tracted by exterior ſhow, leſt on cloſer 
« inſpection we find the object of our at- 
<« tention not only devoid of thoſe agreeable 
« properties that we look for among the 
« flowery tribe, but alſo in the higheſt degree 
& pernicious.” | 

It bears a red berry at ſome ſeaſon of 
“ the year, I think, madam,” ſaid Clara, 
who had obſerved it in the hand of her 
couſin ; I cannot recolle& its name; but 
« my mama tells me it is poiſonous, 
* and defires we would never gather any 
plant or ſhrub but ſuch as we are perfect- 
d ini ly acquainted with,” 


“ Your, 


i 
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« Your mama does very right in laying 
* ſuch injunctions on you; for many plants 
£ of very pleaſing appearance abound with 
« injurious qualities—that we are now 


© ſpeaking of is called night-ſhade, and its 


6 berries are almoſt certain death if eaten; a 


« circumſtance which once accidentally oc- 
« curred, from its ſtrong reſemblance to 


« others of a different nature.“ | 

« And there are ſome,” rejoined Miſs 
Steady, <« that are even poiſonous from their 
« touch. My fiſter and I drefted ourſelves 
„ one day with wreaths of very pretty 
ée plants, and put others in our boſoms, and 


a milky kind of liquor that came out of 
'K the ſtalks ſo bliſtered our foreheads and 
* necks, that they were not well for ſome 


«* hours, though my mama applied ſeveral 
© things to take out the venom.” 

% thought, madam,” interrupted Ame- 
lia Careleſs, „that every thing had ſome 
ce uſeful de Hangs , Im ſure, was 
ec faying ſo juſt now.“ 

« Your coulin ſaid, my dear, that there 
« were few things which had not, and in 


40 that ſhe was not miſtaken; ; for many 
« very 
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very pernicious herbs, if properly applied, 
© prove an antidote to the moſt obſtinate 
diſorders—it is only in the hands of the 
ignorant that they prove injurious 3 for 


oe EA RI - a Apa 


which reaſon you ſhould be cautious of ga- 


thering any thing you have not ſeen before, 


leſt the ſame accident ſhould attend the 
| indulgence of your inclination, as that 
which befel Clara and her ſiſter; but 


above all things, however tempted by 


your companions, you ſhould never ven- 


ture to taſte any thing with the nature of 


which you are utterly unacquainted. As 


we were walking through the kitchen- 
garden the other day, I obſerved you fre- 
quently ftoop and pick a leaf or two of 
different herbs, which you incautiouſly 
ate; and I ſhould then have warned you 
againft the danger of deing ſo, but an in- 


terruption from the gardener, who re- 


queſted my advice on ſome alterations he 


* was about to make, quite turned my at- 


tention to another ſubject. That which 
now engages us renews the recollection, 
and let me entreat you never to make a 


eee of it again; for there are ſo 


* 
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cc of the vegetable kind, that while you 5 ö 


« thought you had been eating ſome whole- 
« ſome culinary herb, you might have "7 


% communicated the moſt ſubtile poiſon i 


cc throughout your frame, and the misfor- 


« tune have been irremediable before it was * 
c diſcovered. — Step back with me to that in- 
« cloſure, and PH give you a proof how eaſy 
cc jt is to be thus miſtaken.” | 

The young ladies obeyed, and Mik Col- 
ville, pointing to ſomething that grew near 
the path, aſked Amelia what ſhe CE: it 
was? 

“ Parſley, 3 only it is of a WER 
kind than that in the kitchen-garden.” 
Her aunt ſhook her head, and then aſked 
Miſs Steady what ſhe ſuppoſed it to be? 

« I thought it was parſley too,” replied 
Clara, © till I looked cloſer to it; but, tho? 
% not unlike it in ſome reſpects, I ſee now 
e that it is very different; pray what is it, 
unt! Po 

It is hemlock, my dear, a moſt deadly 
« weed—and very ſeldom made any uſe of 
<« but for deſperate diſorders, as an outward 
i 3 85 appli- 


* 


many poiſonous plants that reſemble thoſe 1 


AND HINTS OF ADMONITION ON MORE 


precaution in their memories, and then, with 
ęroſy cheeks and keen appetites, haſtened home 
to their breakfaſt, which their aunt ſaid the 
rel had been ſome time waiting for them, 
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5 application ;—T know you are both fond 


of parſley, and eat it whenever it happens 
to come in your way; but in future I 


1 hope you will never pick any thing which 


reſembles it; for beſide this which I | 
have pointed out, there are ſeveral kinds | 
of weeds ſo very ſimilar, that nicer 
judges than yourſelves have been deceived 
by them; we ſometimes even hear of 
whole families who loſe their lives by ſuch 


NC” 


THE CARD, 


rn. each THAN ONE, 


THE young ladies promiſed to bear this 


aring extended their walk beyond the ulual 


limits. | 488 
During 


wits were good neighbours, and of too much 


clined; but at any other period their com- 1 


her children was lady Smallwit's particular 


Which might ariſe from beholding the unre- 
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Duting their abſence a card had been bent! 4 
from Sir David Smallwit, to acquaint Miſs} AJ 5 
Colville, that, if diſengaged, the whole family 
would do themſelves the pleaſure of waiting 
upon her in the afternoon, having learnt that 
ſhe had ſome young viſitors, whom ay 
Smallwit thought would be charming com- 1 : 
panions for her daughters. 4 

This polite meſſage was returned by one i 
equaliy ſo; for, though a ſimilarity of fenti- WF 
ment did not altogether prevail reſpecting 
the management of young people, the Small- 


conſequence for their acquaintance to be de- 7 
pany would have been more welcome at 

3 
Poplar Hall; for, as unlimited indulgence to I 


foible, Miſs Colville rather dreaded an inti- 
macy that might help to confirm the unſet- 
tled giddy diſpoſition of Amelia Careleſs ; 
which ſhe hoped, during her viſit, to have 
tempered into ſolidity, by the force of pre- 4 
cept and the example of her couſin Clara; but 


to prevent as much as poſſible the bad effe a; | + 


$* ſtrained 
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ained follies, which, in all probability, 
ould momentarily occur. She deſcribed 
amily 24 je uſual conduct of the expected party, in 
uting 7h manner that very intelligibly pointed out 

Clara her diſapprobation of every vart of 
lady Meeir behaviour, and hoped it would act as a 
com- 4 ind of admonition to her more lively couſin. 
Had Miſs Careleſs been leſs good-tempered, 
Hach precaution would have been leſs need- 
enti- Hul; but though good- nature forms a very 
ting | ggmiable trait in the character of young peo- 
nall- 8 Ple, it ſometimes leads them into error, 
auch rom the eaſe with which it prompts them to 
de- dopt the manners of their companions, to 
om- | L Sr 10ſe faults it not unfrequently lends a veil. 
at 4 Amelia was a young lady, who, with 
e to 4 o very extenſive judgment of her own, was 


One); 


ular i 1 ae to think very highly of another, 
inti⸗ © End enter very warmly into the ſentiments of 
et- 2 thoſe ſhe loved. Naturally thoughtleſs and 


els 1 3 9 43 nconſiderate, ſhe would offend and aſk for- 
ave 4 e twenty times a day; but her heart 
pre- Py good, though her diſpoſition was ſo ex- 
but tremely volatile; it was therefore the more 
2&s | * | | BING that thoſe with whom ſhe aſſociated 
re- {ould poſſeſs more Readineſs than herſelf. 


ned D Her 


formed to correct her manners; ſpright\il 
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a ſuperiority that rendered her advice eith 


ladies they expected in the afternoon mul 
poſſeſs ſuperior advantages to any of th 
Miſſes of their acquaintance, until their aun 


wits as a pattern for imitation. 


they amuſed themſelves till dinner time. 
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Her couſin Clara was juſt the charad i 


but not giddy; ſenſible, but not oſtentatioſ 1 
of her knowledge; and anxious to commun 
cate it on every occaſion, without by 3 


troubleſome or preſuming. 

The eyes of both ſparkled with pleaſull 
on Miſs Colville's reading to them Sl 
David's card; for little folks are natural 1 
pleaſed at the proſpect of an addition to theif 
ſociety ; and viſitors of ſuch conſequence ai 1 
their titled neighbours gave, beſides, a 4 
additional ſutisfaRtion to their youthful hearts I 
which led them to conſider that the young 


8 
>. 


ſo prudently hinted, that ſhe did not recomM 
mend to them the conduct of the Miſs Sal ; 


After breakfaſt the young folks read acl 
of them a few pages in the Elegant Extracts f | 
and afterwards took their work, with which 


It was then that, taken from the pocket I 
— 
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Miſs Steady, I had the ſatisfaction to oc- 
py a more conſpicuous ſtation than I had 
mantis I Itherto done. She placed me on her finger, 
mmunſſihd taking from her work-bag a muſlin 


harad, 4 
right 


trayinl 


E.ndkerchief ſhe was ſprigging for her mama, 
e eithei 


fi t down aſſiduouſly to her needle, which ſhe 
ad three times repleniſhed with cotton be- 
dre her couſin had begun to work. 
7 « What are you about?” ſaid Clara, fees 
g her ſearching her bag, and then tumbling 
Nver every thing in her aunt's work-baſ- 
* you will not hogan to-day if edi 
iter in that manner.” 
I cannot find my ſilk, * replied Miss 
youn j Careleſs, «© and my houſewife is, by ſome 
n mu\Means, got out of my bag; but I ſhall find 
of tha em preſently. O! here is the ſilk ; you 
ir aun an lend me a needle, can't you? and that 
"ecom-vill ſave the trouble of ſearching further.“ 
Small Ves, certainly, if I have any that ſuits 
A ou; but you ſhould be more careful, my 
dear, to put all your things up ſafe when 
2 ou leave work. I don't wonder you loſe ſo 
which many thimbles, if you leave them about as 
e. you do your ſilk.“ 
ocket| Miſs Steady then offered her needle-book; 
ot „ and 
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and Amelia took from it a needle ſhe thougb 
would do, and then placed herſelf by hl 
couſin, who aſked her what ſhe wa 
alour? © | 
ec Working the backs of a pocket- book, 
replied ſhe; © tis one my mama hai 
drawn for me before I came into the wn 
try. See, what an elegant pattern;“ an 
ſhe put her hand into her bag to take 
out—but, like the houſewife and ſilk, it wal 
no where to be found, 3 
Miſs Steady ſmiled at her diſappointment 4 
and aſked her ſhrewdly, what uſe ſhe gene, 
rally made of a work-bag, ſince it containe{ 
neither her war nor any thing belonging GC 
Jt? : 
Conſcious that this queſtion inferred cen 1 
ſure for the heedleſſneſs of her conduct, i 
face of Amelia was covered with bluſhe 
| the made ſome frivolous excuſe, ſuch i 
having been called away in a hurry befor 1 
ſhe had time to put up her work, &c. an, 
faid, ſhe would go up ftairs to Her aut 1 
and enquire if ſhe had ſeen it. 9 
“ Promiſe me,” ſaid Clara, © that ve 
will take better care of it another time, an } 
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I'll direct you where to find it without trou- 
bling my aunt.” She then bid her feel in 
her pocket. 

« O dear, it cannot be there—T ſhould 
never think of putting it where it was fo 
liable to be ſpoiled ;”” but upon her couſin's 
repeating the requeſt, ſhe made the de eſired 
ſearch, and, to her infinite confuſion, drew 
it out, ſo rumpled that it was 1 fit 
go be ſeen. | 

« How could it poſſibly come there?“ 

men 8 
> en aid ſhe; © I'm ſure I don't recollect putting 
; 4 it in my pocket. My aunt will be ſo angry 
o help me, my dear couſin, to ſmooth it 
iÞ By ſhe comes down ſtairs.” 1 
| Miſs Steady, very goodnatured!y, lent 
Per aſſiſtance, by folding it ſmoothly, and 
Y hen putting it between the leaves of a large 
Mok that lay by them, which, by the 
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Ty het 
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500k, 
1a ha 
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* an 
take 
it wal 


ed cen 1 


ſuch 
befon ; reſſure of ſome others, in a ſlight degree 
+ 7 tected their purpoſe; but begged that 


melia would be leſs thoughtleſs another 
4 time. In looking for one thing, my 
dear, added ſhe, © you miſlaid another; T 
M ſaw you put it into your pocket when 
18 ſearching for your ſilk, but ſuppoſed it 

7 D 3 A “only 


hat 4 1 
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only ſome piece of waſte ſatin, given 
to you for, pin-cuſhions, or ſome ſuch 


about, and then I concluded that it muſt 


ſo cruel—and told me the animals had 


time I have been cautious not to leave 
them about, but have made ſeparate bags 


purpoſe, until you told me what you was 


have been your work. You ſhould al- 
ways make it a rule to put every thing into 
its proper place when you leave off, and 4 
then theſe accidents would not happen, | 4 5 
I .uſed to be very heedleſs myſelf, and 
leave my ſilk and cotton, ſometimes in 
one place and ſometimes in another, till 
Fidele one day gnawed my filk all to 
pieces, and the kitten twiſted my cotton 
about the feet of almoſt every chair in 


my mama chid me very ene for beine 3 


ated only according to their nature; 
that it was my own careleſſneſs that moſt 
deſerved correction; for had I taken pro- 
per care of my things, they would not 7 
have fallen in their way. Since that 


fer 
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; 3 for each of them, to keep them from en- 
tanglement, and always put them, and 

every other article, ſuch as my ſciſſars, 

» « houſewife, threadcaſe, &c. carefully into 

my work-boat ; and I hope in future you 

1 1 © will do fo too, for indeed it is much more 

nd 1 « comfortable than to have vary thing to 
ee ſeek for when we want it.“ 

70 il Amelia acknowledged the propriety of 

in 1 3 ier couſin's remark, and faid, ſhe would 

Fendeavour to follow her advice; but, with 

X giddy minds, it is much eaſier to promiſe 

than to perform. 


INTRO. 


| 
} 
| 
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hints ſhe had received from her aunt, re. 4 


b 
WE 


INTRODUCTION ro YOUNG LADIEs, 


WHOSE PORTRAITS BEAR NO RES E 5 
BLANCE TO THAT OF CLARAY 2 
STEADY. 4 : - 


ABOUT five o'clock, the carriage of $3 
Lady Smallwit, driving up the avenue, was a 
perceived by the young ladies, who, from che 
parlour window, were anxiouſly ante fe 
the arrival of their viſitors; and Amelia, 24 V 
following the natural dictates of her volatile 

1 
\ 
{ 


' diſpoſition, ran out to meet them with all 
the freedom of a long eſtabliſhed acquaint- 
ance ; while Miſs Steady, recollecting the 


mained where ſhe was, until a general in- 72 | 
troduction had authorized more particular E: 
attention, | 'M 
The Miſs gal were very pretty 
little girls, the eldeſt about twelve, and the 
youngeſt about ten years of age, but, from 
improner indulgence, were {till ſo much in 
the habit of childiſh follies, that a ſtranger 
would not have ſuppoſed them near ſo 
old, © 
Contixal 


* 


Continual reſtleſſneſs permitted them to 
remain ae a minute together i in the 


uſan had acquired the aukward cuſtom of 
=X pinching up her frock into a variety of 
forms, by which it became as much rumpled 
of iP; in a quarter of an hour as if it had been on 
7 10 the whole day; and her ſiſter betrayed an 


"4 did not diſcover it quite fo childiſhly ; 
4 which. their mama obſerving, ſaid, the 
poor things were tired with fitting ſtill, and 
AF if it was agreeable to Miſs Colville, they 
would be much happier to take a walk in 
the garden, where they might amuſe them- 
1 ſelves till tea-time. 

No obdjection could be made to this pro- 
poſal: the young ladies were therefore per- 


; mitted to attend their viſitors, who ſeemed 


2X highly delighted to be freed from the obſerva- 
tion of their parents; and the youngeſt ex- 
preſſed her ſatisfaction by exclaiming, as 
ſoon as out of ſight, Now we may do as 

we pleaſe! have you much fruit ripe, Miſs ?” 
addreſſing herſelf to Clara, . 
« A great 
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29 equal impatience of reſtraint, though ſhe - 


* 
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« A great many ſtrawberries and cherries, | 1 
but very 201 elſe; the wall-fruit is as yet F 6 
quite green.” 2» 
« G, I love green fruit dearly !”” return- 8 
ed Miſs Smallwit, „but mama will never 
let us eat it. Now we are by ourſelves, we 
may have a treat; there are ſome nice apri- $8 
cots at the back of that building, which look Þ . 
very forward; and taking hold of her 
ſiſter's hand, they ran acroſs a fine bed of { 
flowers, without any attention to the miſ- * th 
chief they were doing, and began to pluck 
the fruit within their reach, while Miſs 3 : 
Steady ſtood with mute aſtoniſhment at the 
rudeneſs of their behaviour ; but on obſery- | 1 
ing that Amelia was more inclined to follow 3 
than to diſcountenance their example, ear- 1 | 
neſtly entreated her to refrain, or ſhe muſt 
go in doors and leave them by themſelves. 
& Won't you pick ſome, then?“ aſked Miſs 
Careleſs; © they are very good, and no- 
c body will know it.“ 1 
« We can do nothing that is unknown, 
replied Miſs Steady; © for if our friends do 
ce not ſee us, God does; and if they were 
« good 
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2% — for us, we ſhould not be reſtrained 
F 1 from eating them; it is ourſelves, there- 
22S fore, that may ſuffer: beſides, if we 
2X8 were ſure that would not be the caſe, is it 
not very ſelfiſh to devour ſecretly what we 
* ſhall be allowed to partake of when 
ripe? I am ſorry to ſee you fo forgetful 
of my aunt's injunctions !” 

Amelia ſaw her error and on Miſs Suſan's 
3 balling out to her to come and partake with 


them, excuſed herſelf by ſaying, her aunt 


.£ = 
HE / FF 


would be angry, and the flowers would be 


ö See,“ cried ſhe, © this mignionette; it 
; 306 is quite trampled down, and ſeveral of 
4 the double ſtocks are —— from off 
their ſtalks.” 
4 WM The young ladies, now convinced that 
Pbeir conduct was not pleaſing even to their 
companions, immediately left the tree; and 
after putting as many apricots as they poſſis 
= could into their pockets, and trying to 
hide the marks of their feet by raiting the 
"= they had cruſhed down, propoſed 
playing on the grals plot, where there would 
_— 


deſtroyed by ſo many feet going over them — 


— 
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though ſuperior to the meanneſs of doing any- 4 
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be more room to run about, without fear = 
doing any hurt. BK 
Miſs Steady, though diſpleaſed with them 9 
before, did not decline this propoſal, for ſhe I 
loved play as well as other young ladies, 1 


thing by ſtealth which ſhe had been taught 
was improper ; but before ſhe joined in their 
diverſion ſhe carefully pinned up her frock for 1 
fear of tearing it, and recommended the fame 1 
precaution to the reſt; but the Miſs Small- 
wit's ſaid theirs would take no hurt, as the 1 
muſlin was not fo thin as her's; and Mits* F 
Careleſs only drew her's looſely taroveng 5 7 
the pocket-holes, 2 
After playing ſome time at ſeveral bd # 
ful games, Amelia propoſed going into the 1 
ſhrubbery, where they might play at hide f 
and ſeek among the trees and buſhes, much 3 . 
more comfortably than where they were. 
Her plan was approved, and thither chey 5 
adjourned, but had not played long beſore : 10 | 
Miſs Careleſs, in running ſwiftly to conce || Wc. 
herſelf behind a fir-tree, twiſted her frock WF 
round the trunk of it, and in trying haſtily Wi 


3 to 


Jai 
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2 : o diſengage herſelf, tore one of the breadths 
ite acrols, beſides greatly damaging the 
thers. 
he LHad you pinned it up, as I perſuaded | 
"= you,” ſaid her couſin, © this accident would 
not have happened.“ 
Amelia was deploring her misfortune, 
when Miſs Smallwit, who had more cunning 
ors * than good-nature, adviſed her to run it up, 
ne #Þ that it would not be ſeen then, “ and 
I- 1 WL: when thrown among the dirty clothes,” 
he# © Haid ſhe, “ no one will know but it was 
its 3 torn in the waſh, and then all the blame 


eir! 2 


„ % PTY and that faves me a deal of anger.” 
he 4 Even Amelia Careleſs looked on her with 
ide # Contempt, while Miſs Steady, with ſtrong 
cl Þ-oprefiion of aſtoniſhment and diſpleaſure on 
Per countenance, replied, “ and is it Paley 

ef | 5 „Mise, that, to ſcreen yourſelf from th 
anger of your mama, you can ſuffer an in- 
* nocent perſon to be accuſed of the fault you 
© know yourſelf to have been guilty of? I 
i hope my couſin is above the meanneſs of 


9 1 E « ſuch 
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« ſuch an ungenerous act, even though ſhe! 3 
« was ſure to be corrected for having torn 
ce it.“ So ſaying, ſhe ſat herſelf down on one 
of the benches, and, to ed | the Wet I 


excuſe her to her aunt aker the company| | 
was gone. £3 

It was then that, while aiding to effect a F 
temporary concealment of Amelia's heedleſs- 
neſs (for my miſtreſs always carried me in 
her pocket, and did me the honour to call 
in my aſſiſtance on this occaſion), I had an 
opportunity of witneſſing the goodneſs of he. 
temp er, and the generoſity of her ſentiments; 3 | 
and I was happy to behold that Miſs nds 7 , 


though more deficient in ſolidity, was alſo 6 


ſuperior to the baſe arts of evading anger 7 
the ſubterfuges of deception or trick of cun- MW 1 
ning, which, I am ſorry to ſay, I have too] L = 
cften ſeen practiſed, to the diſhonour of thoſe 
young people who ſtoop to ſuch a meanneſs; 
but meanneſs is a term too favourable, for 
ſurely it is a crime of the moſt cruel ſpecies, 
ſince every thing which tends to weaken the 

| good 
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| 1 good opinion of a maſter or miſtreſs towards 
1c heir ſervants, renders them momentarily 
9 liable to diſmiſſion; and thus from the im- 
= putation of a fault they have never been 
£ Huilty of, they probably loſe their places, and 
Pecome the innocent victims of diſingenuous 
Polly. 5 

Miſs Steady, while running up her couſin's 
rock, endeavoured to impreſs her young 
"0 Fviſitors with more liberal ideas, and they 
ere in the midſt of an intereſting argument 
en the ſubject, when a ſervant informed 
hem that tea was ready. 


e | 


fs, 1 T ETECTION THE CONSEQUENCE 
or IMPROPER CONDUCT. 


un- Wu they went into the dk, Lady 
Wmallwit obſerved that Miſs Suſan looked 
Pery pale, and aſked if ſhe was unwell; “1 
© fear,” continued ſhe, “you have been 
eating more fruit than agrees with you, or 
have tired yourſelf with play; take a cup 
of tea, and you will perhaps be. better.“ 

E 2 = 
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The y oung lady affir med to the contrary, | 1 


and ſaid ſhe was very well; but after drink. A 
ing half a cup of tea became ſo ſick, that ſhe 2 KH 


was obliged to retire out of the room to con- 


ceal the effects of the folly ſhe had con- 
mitted in overloading her ſtomach with un- 
wholeſome fruit; and as Miſs Steady accom- Wo 
panied her, ſhe intreated ſhe would not ac- 
knowledge that ſhe had done ſo, if her mama BY 1 
ſhould again repeat the enquiry on their re. 

turning to the parlour, 1 
It is eaſy to ſee that ſomething has dil. 
cc agreed with your ſtomach,” returned ca 6 
vexed to be ſolicited to tell an untruth, © and 
« why ſhould you deny it, Miſs Sufan ? for 


ce that will make your mama till more angij . 


15 


e 


ce ſhall ſay nothing about it, you may be urs 4 va 
e if I am not queſtioned ; but if I am, youll : ar 
« muſt excuſe me for telling the truth, for Writ 
ce indeed I would not tell a ſtory, even to cl Fou 


e myſelf from being beaten.” A 

Would all young people maintain ſuciWoſe 
reſolution when adviſed to act improperyi le 
it would be much to their happineſs and lla 


advantage; for every kind of deception mull 
* be 
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* be attended with miſery, as the momentary 
. ear of detection, and the conſciouſneſs of du- 
1 Mlicity, render the burden of error doubly 
Mypreſſive; and when the dreaded moment 
f detection arrives, it cannot fail to heighten | 
1 1 e crime of diſobedience, which by in- 
ac- % genuous confeſſion, and promiſe of not re- 
— heating the ſame ace, might poſſibly have 
3 f en forgiven. 

3 Mils Suſan experienced the truth of this 
dif. W@bſervation ; for the whole pleaſure of the 
ara Wfternoon was damped by the ill effects of 
and A: imprudence, and the apprehenſion of a 
70 ſcovery; nor was Miſs Small wit devoid of 
SY Whoſe fears which muſt neceſſarily attend im- 
— 4 proper conduct, as ſhe was conſcious that what 
url as deemet a fault in her ſiſter muſt appear 
Er more culpable in herſelf, whoſe ſuperi- 
W.:. of years ihould have taught her to diſ- 
ourage initead of ſharing in the offence. 
After tea a walk in the garden was pro- 


doſed by Miſs Colville ; who ſaid, if agree- 


y ou 
fol iy 3 | 


ſuch 


erhy ble to Lady Smallwit, ſhe would order the 
andy llabub ſhe had promiſed the young folks ta 


mute carried to a ſummer-houſe which com- 
banded an extenſive view over the country, 
E 3 where 
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where they might enjoy the refreſhing 
breezes of the evening, and contemplat: 
the declining beauties of the ſetting ſun. i 

This propoſal was heard with pleaſure H 
Miſs Steady and Amelia—but to their you $ | 
viſitors nothing could be more painful; th 
breach of hoſpitality they had been Oy J 
aroſe in freſh horror to their minds the 
muſt paſs the bed of flowers they had trodder/ q | 
down ; and as their depredation on the apf 
cots was confined to that part of the 4 
moſt conveniently within their reach, þ ; 
was ſcarcely poflible that, in paſſing, M 
Colville ſhould not diſcover the eee . 1 
had been committed. 3 | 

To paſs it was unavoidable—but inſt: | 
of tripping through the walks with the in 
nocent cheerfuineſs and celerity of yout! 
from the conſciouſneſs of guilt, and the fei 
of its deſerved conſequences, their fey 
ſeemed to have acquired additional weight 
and they were ſometimes fo far behind th 
reſt of the party, that their mama could no 
help remarking their loitering pace, and 
again obſerved that ſhe feared they had tired 
- themſelves with play. 
| | | Som? 
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Some intereſting topic, which engaged 
the ladies as they walkea, and wholly de- 
tached their attention from other objects, 
gave, however, a temporary ſuſpenſion to 


2 courage, from the hope that ſimilar good luck 
might favour them as they returned. 
FF" After having paſſed the dreaded ſpot, they 
* no longer lagged behind, but again reſuming 
4 their playful humour, changed their pace 
into a run, and challenging their companions 
to do the ſame, ſtrove eagerly which of 
tem ſhould firſt gain the place of deſtina- 
tion. | | 
IF Miſs Careleſs was the firſt who reached the 
ſummer-houſe ſteps, and Miſs Smallwit was 
following her with the ſwiftneſs of one who 
ſcorns to be outdone, when, juſt as ſhe had 
arrived on the ſummit of the firſt flight of 
ſteps, a fit of ſneezing happened to ſeize her, 


her pocket, half a dozen apricots were 
drawn out along with it, and to her utter 
mortification rolled down the ſtairs. 

The cauſe of Miſs Suſan's recent ſickneſs 
was now very evident; and Lady Smallwit 
expreſſed 


their fears, and they began to aſſume more 


and haſtily drawing her handkerchief out of 
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eat what was ſo injurious to their health, 


Come. 


the theft, and ſhe was about to begin on 
them a ſimilar inveſtig tion, when Miſs 
Steady, burſting into tears at the thought of 
having incurred ſuch undeſerved ſuſpicions, 
declared that neither herſelf nor her couſin had 
eaten a ſingle apricot, and both very readily 
ſubmitted their pockets | to their aunt's in- 
ſpeCtion. | 
« No, indeed,” ſaid Miſs Amelia, © my 
&« dear aunt, we did not eat one I was 
« going to pick ſome when Miſs Smallwit 
« and her ſiſter were at the tree, but my 
cc couſin would not ſuffer me to do ſo, and 


expreſſed herſelf very much diſpleaſed with L 
her daughters for being ſo thoughtleſs as to | 8 


and threatened them with a total ee ö k, 
of every kind of fruit for ſome days to 


The pockets of the two young Mes im- 
mediately underwent an examination, and 1 
the quantity of green fruit taken from each 
aſtoniſhed both their mama and Miſs Col- 
ville, who looked more diſpleaſed at her 
nieces than ſhe had ever done before, not 
doubting but they had been participators of 4 


1 have 


„ —— — 0 
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I have been very glad ever ſince that ſhe 


to 1 c have been as ſick as Miſs Suſan, and you 
th, F would have been very angry with me for 
on doing ſo.” | 

to Miſs Colville was pleaſed with this inge- 


nous confefion, and told her that ſhe 
Foped ſhe would always follow the advice 
Mof thoſe who wiſhed her well—< Clara,” 


nd 

ch continued ſhe, © is in general a very good 
L. little girl, and I ſhould have been very 
er “ forry to have found her deviate from her 


F< uſual line of obedience for the momentary 
( gratification, of an indulgence that might 


In (have been productive of injurious confe- 
{ „ quences to your healths, and deprived you 
of Wh both of the ſuperior enjoyment of partak- 
8, « ing of the ſame fruit when fit to gather.“ 
d What a contraſt was here in the feelings 
y of theſe four young ladies! T'wo of them, 
9 happy in the ' conſcious rectitude of their 


hearts, enjoyed their ſyllabub with ſerenity, 
| heightened by the approving ſmiles of their 
aunt ; while the other two, like guilty cul- 


hung 985 heads, and ſcarcely dared to lift 
their 


„ 3 0 


© prevented me for I ſhould then perhaps 


prits, (though permitted to partake of it) 
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their eyes to any one around them, from the 
fear of encountering that reproach which 
they ſo juſtly merited. 

In returning to the houſe a freſh ſource 
of diſpleaſure preſented itſelf when paſſing 
the bed of flowers they had ſo heedleſsly 
deſtroyed for though Miſs Colville did not 
chide them, her countenance plainly teſtified | 
her diſapprobation of their conduct ; nor was 
that of their mama more placid on witnel- | 
ſing the deſtructive effects of their rudeneſs, 
and ſhe told them with more than uſual ſe- 
verity, that ſince they could not conduct 


themſelves with more propriety, they ſhould 


in future ſtay at home. 
Thus was the pleaſure of a viſit, which 
might have been productive of much inno- 


cent ſatisfaction, totally deſtroyed by a devi- 


ation from that ſtrict rule of obedience which 
all young people ſhould be cautious of ob- 
ſerving, equally in the abſence as in the pre- 
fence of their parents, who they muſt be | 
conſcious, from motives of tenderneſs and 
affection, would never impoſe upon them 
unneceſſary reſtraint. 


COM- 
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COMMENDATION, 
rCè | 
ing AND A 
Sly VISIT TO HARMONY LODGE. 


THE family ſoon after took their leave; 
and, though much preſſed to return their viſit 


ef. in the courſe of the week, Miſs Colville 
5, Mvery prudently pleaded prior engagements, 
ſe. Nas an excuſe tor declining the invitation 


not wiſhing her nieces to cultivate a farther 
W-cquaintance; and as ſoon as they were 
gone, ſhe warmly applauded the firmneſs with 
hich Miſs Steady had reſiſted the tempta- 
tion of following bad examples, and expreſ- 
ed herſelf greatly pleaſed with Amelia for 
Pttending to her couſin's good advice. 
© You will both of you,” 284 ſhe, «I truſt, | 
e ſoon experience, in a ſtill ſuperior degree, 4 
the happy effects reſulting from ſelf-deni- 
* al, when tempted to the indulgence of im- 

proper gratifications—even in the preſent 

Winſtance you muſt have diſcovered the 
| Joinful emotions which are attendant on 

bonſcious error; for while your compa- 

“ nions, 3 
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nions, abaſhed by guilt, crept fearfully 
paſt the ſcene of their recent deprecations, 
in momentary dread of diſcovery, how 
placid muſt have been your mind compa- 
ratively with theirs ! though I doubt not 
but that, from the natural tenderneſs of 
your hearts, both felt in ſome degree 
pained to think of the anger they might 
incur for the rudeneſs they had been guilty 
of.” 

« Yes, indeed, aunt,” replied Amelia, 
I was very forry for them, when I ſaw 
how angry it made their mama.“ 
« And fo was I,” ſaid Mifs Steady; 
but am glad they were ſo lucky as to el. 
cape any other puniſhment than reprooj, 
and J hope they will let it be a warning 
to them in future; for I am ſure novo! 
can be glad to ſee young ladies that take 
ſuch liberties —it would be very wrong 
even at home to do ſo, and when on 
vilit it is much worſe.” 

« Certainly it is, my dear,” replied Mik 


Colville, © as in the latter. caſe breach o 
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ec this offence in its proper light. To-mor- 
« row I propoſe taking you to dine at the 
“ houſe of a friend, where you will find ſome 
« very different characters from the young 
« people that have juſt left us, and in their 
« behaviour I am perſuaded you will be able 
« to diſcern ſomething as worthy of imita- 


0 tion, as you have diſcovered that of the Miſs 


« Smallwits deſerving of your cenſure.” 
This intelligence was highly pleaſing to 
both, and much of the time uſually devoted 


| to reſt was paſſed in a pleaſing anticipation 


of the morrow.—Miſs Careleſs wondered 
what ſort of little girls they were, whom 
her aunt thought ſo highly of; and Miſs 
Steady formed to herſelf the moſt pleaſing 
patterns of obedience, induitry, and good- 
humour—till at length, wearied with con- 
jecture, they ſunk into the arms of fleep— 


from which they awoke later than uſual the 
next morning, and had ſcarcely finiſhed their 


devotions, when acquainted that Miſs Col- 
ville waited for them to accompany her in 
her cuſtomary ramble. 

When they reſumed their work aſter 


breakfaſt, Miſs Steady was pleaſed at obſerving 
=P ” Wa 


* 
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that Amelia had not been unmindful of her 
advice of the preceding day. Nothing was 
miſſing in her work-bag, but ſhe ſat down, as 
all prudent young ladies will take care to do, 


without having any thing *tf& feek ; and juſt 


afterwards recollecting that her torn frock 


had as yet been unmentioned, ſhe begged that 


her couſin would ſpeak of it to her aunt as 


ſoon as ſhe came down from dreſſing, leſt the 
ſervants ſhould ſuffer from the accident. 
Her requeſt was cheerfully complied with by 
Clara; and Miſs Colville was ſo pleaſed with 
the candour of the one, and the good- nature of 
the other, that no anger enſued to damp the 
ſerenity of their hearts; and after devoting 
an hour or two to their needles, _ pre- 
pared for the promiſed viſit. 

As the habitation of Mr. Harmony was 
within two miles of Poplar Hall, and the 
morning very cool, the ladies walked thither 
without any other attendance than a favourite 
ſpaniel, who friſked before them through the 
fields, and acted in the double capacity of 
companion and faithful guard. 

Though Sancho ſkipped forward at fo briſk 
a pace that he was ſometimes out of ſight, 


ſtill, 


- 
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ſtill, like a faithful ſervant, he never deſerted 
his charge, but, when too far diſtant to diſ- 


cern his miſtreſs, would meaſure back his 


ſteps, and fawn about her feet, then bound 
forward again, as if to animate them to 
greater expedition by his example, and be- 
came thus conducive to their amuſement as 
well as ſafety. 

One of theſe temporary excurſions, how- 
ever, laſted rather longer than uſual, and as 
they were within ſight of Harmony Lodge, 
the whole party concluded that Sancho had 
taken the liberty of introducing himſelf, to 
the family, previous to the arrival of his 
miſtreſs, when on-a ſudden they were ſur- 
priſed to hear him bark violently ; and as he 
did not return as before, they haſtened their 


pace, till they reached the ſpot from whence 


the ſound was ſuppoſed to proceed. On 
arriving at a ſmall incloſure adjoining the 
garden, the firſt object that attracted their 
attention was a little ragged boy, clinging . 
to the branches of a plum-tree he had climb- 
ed by ſtealth, in order to purloin ſome fruit, 
which he had effected, and was deſcending 


with his pockets full, when Sancho (for dogs 


F 2 have 
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have an inſtinctive antipathy to thieves) 


impeded his progreſs, by attempting to catch 
hold of his coat, which he endeavoured to 


avoid by reaſcending the tree, not daring to 


Encounter his rage by attempting a retreat; 
but as Sancho ftill maintained his poſt, and 
continued barking to evince his averſion to 
ſuch diſhoneſt practices, the little culprit re- 
mained in this diſgraceful ſituation, from 


which he could not have eſcaped without 
experiencing the effects of the dog's ven- 


geance, had not the commands of his miſ- 
treis compelled him to deſiſt; but when re- 
lieved from his fears of being torn to pieces 
by the juſtly-enraged ſpaniel, he had ſtill 
another ſource of terror ; for the orchard of 
Mr. Harmony had been fo often robbed, that 
he had vowed to inflict correction on the firſt 
who was caught in the fact; and the boy, not 


doubting but his diſhoneſty would now meet 


its full reward by a very ſevere whipping, 
or perhaps impriſonment in the county 
Bridewell, deſcended trembling from the tree, 
and was in the attitude of ſupplication before 


. Miſs Colville and the young ladies, when 


Miſs Jenny Makepeace and her brother 
made 


THE SILVER THIMBLE. 65 


made their appearance in the orchard, whither 
they had been attracted by the barking of 
Sancho; for, concluding that he was the har- 


binger of his miſtreſs's approach, they had 


walked out to meet their viſitors. 

On ſeeing the ſupplicant, whoſe ſtuffed 
pockets, and the ſcattered fruit under the tree, 
ſufficiently announced his crime, Maſter 
Makepeace, after welcoming the ladies, ex- 
claimed, 

OO! ho! I ſee who it is we have got here! 
This is the young rogue who has ſo often 
« robbed my uncle, and now he will aſſur- 
« edly meet his deſerts. You caught him in 
ce the fact, I ſuppoſe, ladies; beſides, the fruit 
« found upon him is ſufficient conviction. 
Come, young man, you muſt follow us to 
« the houſe, and give an account of yourſelf; 
« for this is not the firſt time, I dare ſay, that 
« you have been here; every tree in the or- 


„ chard has been ſtripped of the fruit, as faſt 


<« as it has ripened.” 
The boy declared his innocence of any 
theft but that in which he was now detected, 


and begged to be forgiven. 


But how are you to be believed?” r 
F 3 1 
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turned the young gentleman ; © if you had 


not been caught now, the next would pro- 


ce bably have been the firſt time alſo ; either 
« you or your companions have robbed us 
<« frequently, and you muſt now go before 
ce my uncle.” by 

« It was not me indeed, Sir; nor would 
<« I have done it now, only my companions 


„ ſaid, I ſhould have no more ſhare with 


<« them if I did not take my turn.” | 
« And pray,” ſaid his ſenſible little ac- 
cuſer, © where is the difference between 
< robbing and partaking of the plunder ? It 
« you encourage diſhoneſty in others by 
„ ſharing in their ſpoils, you are equally 
ce guilty as the reſt, and it is time the 
« whole ſet of you ſhould ſuffer for your 
« wickedneſs ; ; ſo come along.” 
The boy fell on his knees, and entreated 
to be forgiven; and Miſs Jenny, who had a 
very feeling heart, and knew that her uncle 
was very rigid for intentional offences, now 


became his advocate with her brother, and 


begged that, promiſing never to repeat his 
crime, or knowingly ſuffer his companions 


to do ſo, he might be allowed to go home. 
« it 


— 
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<« Tt will, I hope,” ſaid ſhe, “ be a warning 
cc to him, never to be ſo wicked again; don't 
« you think it will be beſt, madam?” ad- 
drefling herſelf to Miſs Colville. ' 

I think it will, my dear,” replied that 
lady; © timely detection ſometimes anſwers 


e the end of puniſhment ; and, as he has had 


« two ſuch narrow eſcapes, the firſt in not 


d being hurt by Sancho, and the ſecond in 


meeting with lenity where he deſerved cor- 


c rection, I hope it will make a laſting im- 


ce preſſion upon his mind, and teach him to 
« recollect, that however ſecretly a crime 
« may be planned, there is an all-ſeeing 
«eye, from whom no ſecrets are hid; and 
« that in the moment of imaginary ſecurity, 
« detection may enſue.” 

The young ladies now both ſeconded Miſs 
Jenny's requeſt; and her brother, who, 
though angry, was not leſs inclined to lenity, 
at length yiclded to their joint entreaties, and 
the boy was permitted to depart, aſter empty- 
ing his pockets of the fruit, and promiſing 
never more to commit or become acceſſary to 
ſimilar depredations. 

As they were walking towards the houſe, 

Rs Miſs 
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Miſs. Careleſs obſerved, it was very odd 
that Sancho ſhould happen to go through the 
orchard at the moment the boy was coming 
down the tree, © One would think indeed,” 
continued ſhe to her couſin, “ that though 
“ nobody is preſent when we commit a fault, 
ce it muſt be known to God, for we neither of 
« us told of the Miſs Smallwits when they 
ce took the apricots, and yet before they went 
« home ſomething happened to diſcover it.” 
« Yes,” replied Clara, “I told you ſo at 
c the time they aſked you to partake of 
ce them, and now I hope you are more con- 
c vinced of it; you ſee that even their deny- 
ce ing it only ſeemed to bring more ſhame 
cc upon them, when the truth came to be 
& known. Don't you think, Mils,” addreſſing 
herſelf to Miſs Makepeace, © that it is more 
« wicked to deny a fault than commit one?“ 
c Yes, a great deal, for that doubles the 
crime; my uncle always ſays, there are 
<« few errors for which ſome excuſe may not 
ce be found, except lying, and that is quite 
ec unpardonable, as it muſt be wilful. He was 
&« reading to us the other day two paſſages of 
| « {cripture, 
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te ſcriptureyin which the wrath of heaven was 
« particularly evinced for that offence.” 

« Can you tell us them?” ſaid Amelia; 
« IT ſhould like vaſtly to hear them.” 

Miſs Steady alſo expreſſed a ſimilar wiſh ; 
but as they had now reached the houſe, Miſs 
Jenny faid ſhe would endeavour to oblige 
them; but muſt defer the recital till after 
dinner, when they might all reſort to the 
Hermitage, and amuſe themſelves till tea- 
time. = 
Mr. Harmony met his gueſts at the hall- 


| door, and introduced them to his two daugh- 


ters, who were ſomewhat younger than 
Miſs Makepeace, but not more deficient in 
good-nature and polite attention. They wel- 


comed their little viſitors with the ſincereſt 


pleaſure, and during the whole time of din- 
ner were emulous in ſhewing them every 
mark of reſpect, while their deference to 
their papa was. viſible in every action; for 


neither of them ſeemed to have a with or 


thought but what was ſanctioned by his ap- 
probation. Under his paternal guidance, 
aided by the inſtructions of a very ſenſible 
woman retained in the family as their go- 
verneſs, 
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verneſs, theſe: young ladies had arrived at 
greater proficiency in moſt kind of feminine 
accompliſhments, than other young people 
of their age; nor were the qualifications of 


Miſs Makepeace and her brother leſs conſpi- 


cuous, having from their infancy been equal 
participators of Mr. Harmony's care and 
attention, and equally fitted by nature to 
receive thoſe good impreſſions which their 
uncle was ſo aſſiduous to inculcate. 

After they had dined, an hour was de- 
voted to the inſpection of their ſeveral im- 
provements, which were diſplayed in various 
productions of the needle, in which Miſs 
Charlotte particularly excelled, and her ſiſter 
acquired as large a ſhare of encomium from 
the efforts of her pencil; but far from attri- 
buting to herſelf the merit of her perform- 
ances, ſhe declared that to the ſmall degree 


of excellence ſhe had attained, ſhe was 


ſolely indebted to the ſuperior taſte of her 
couſins, who were both far better proficients 
in drawing, and had taken 8 pains in her 
improvement. 

Muliſs Colville was quite pleaſed with the 


bumility and- "Hey of Miſs Harmony's 
diſpo- 


af 


1 
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diſpoſition, in thus doing juſtice to her cou- 
ſin's merit; and ſaid, ſhe was happy to ſee 
ſuch amity ſubſiſt between them; to which 
Miſs Harmony replied, “ It is to that amity, 
« Madam, that all of them owe, in a great 


© mealure, the little ſhare of knowledge they 


ce poſſeſs, {tnce each takes a peculiar pleaſure 
« in improving the other in any branch of 
learning in which they happen to excel; 
« thus all in turns are both pupils and in- 
« {tructors ; for as moſt young people attain 
« to a greater degree of perfection in ſome 
« particular ſciences than others, that ſupe- 
« riority in a family, united by the bands of 
« friendſhip, renders them mutually ſervice- 
able, as even the youngeſt among them may 
« be capable of communicating ſomething 


© uſeful as well as the eldeſt; and it has 


«ever been my ſtudy to diveſt them of any 
« imaginary pre-eminence reſulting merely 
« from the advantage of ſuperior years; for 
perfection is confined to no particular age. 
« Genius and reaſon, like fruit cultured in 
« different climates, is nearly ripe in ſome, | 
before it puts forth its bloſſoms in others; 
* therefore none need feel themſelves humi- 
liated 
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ce liated or offended at receiving the advice or 
ec inſtruction of their youngers. I had ſome 
ce difficulty at firſt to eſtabliſh this doctrine; 
« but I have the happineſs to find that my 
ce pupils, from common em are now 
« fully convinced of its propriety.” 

Some other ſubject then enſued, and the 
young ladies, with the conſent of their papa, 
repaired to the garden. Maſter Make- 
peace was permitted to accompany them in 
their walk, and deſired to pick for them ſuch 
fruit as was worth their acceptance. There 
was here no prohivition as to quality or quan- 
tity—they had been taught to diftinguiſh 
what was proper, and coveted no other, nor 
wiſhed at any time to eat more than reaſon 
authoriſed, 


RATIONAL AMUSEMENT CON- 
DUCIVE ro IMPROVEMENT. 


AFTER a few turns in the walks, during 
which each had been preſented with a noſe- 


gay of the choiceſt flowers, they reſorted to 
the 


thanks, and became attentive auditors; 
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the Hermitage, and, when ſeated, Miſs Steady 


was not unmindful of the promiſe ſhe had 
received from Miſs Makepeace ; but her 


brother, juſt then taking from his pocket a 
book, from which he propoſed reading to 


them the following beautiful Poem of Miſs 
Carter's, called, An ENQUIRY AFTER 
HAPPINESS, the gratification was for a 
time deferred; and they all expreſſed their 


THE midnight moon ſerenely ſmiles 
O'er Nature's ſoft repoſe ; 

No low'ring cloud obſcures the ſky, 
Nor ruffling tempeſt blows, 


| Now e&v'ry paſſion ſinks to reſt; 
The throbbing heart lies til] ; 
And varying ſchemes of life no more 
Diſtract the lab'ring will. 


In ſilence huſh'd, to Reaſon's voice 
Attends each mental pow'r ; 

Come, dear Emilia, and enjoy 
Reflection's tay rite hour. 


Come; while the peaceful ſcene invites, 
Let's ſearch this ample round; 
Where ſhail the lovely fleeting form 
Of Happineſs be found? 
G Dees 


- 
FI 


Does it amidſt the frolic mirth 


How oft the laughing brow of Joy 


In vain through beauty, fortune, wit, 
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Of gay aſſemblies dwell? _ 
Or hide beneath the ſolemn gloom 
That ſhades the hermit's cell? 


A fick'ning heart concea!s ; 
And through the cloiſter's deep receſs 
Invading ſorrow ſteals! 


he fugitive we trace; — 

It dwells not in the faithleſs ſmile cc 
'T hat brightens Clodio's face. te 

| . c 
Perhaps the joy, to theſc deny'd, 1 

The heart in friendſhip finds; Ba 

Ah! dear deluſion, gay conceit 

Of viſionary minds! cc 

| © 

Howe'er our varying notions rove, ic 

Vet all agree in one, | E 
To place its being in ſome ſtate | 

At diſtance from our own, . 

8 cc 

O! blind to each indulgent aim 00 
Of pow'r ſupremely wiſe, 6 
Who fancy Happineſs in aught be 
The hand of Heav'n denies! ; 


Vain 


ain 
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Vain is alike the joy we ſeek, 
And vain what we poſſeſs, 


Unleſs harmonious Reaſon tunes 
The Paſſions into peace. 


To temper'd withes, juſt defires, 
Is Happineſs confin'd ; 

And, deaf to folly's call, attends 
The muſic of the mind. 


« It is very pretty, indeed,” ſaid Mis 


Steady“ and ſo are ſeveral others of that 
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lady's poems my mama 1s very partial to 
them, and, as I am fond of reading, has 
indulged me with the peruſal of many 
little pieces of ſerious poetry from diffe- 
rent authors.” 
« We too are oftener more inclined to 
read than play,“ replied Miſs Harmony; 
and when my couſin George is at home, 
we generally paſs the hours of recreation 
either in this place or the ſummer-houſe ; _ 
for he is ſo good as to read to us, and ex- 
plain what we do not underſtand : but 
Miſs Careleſs will perhaps be tired with 
ſitting ſtill, and would prefer ſome other 
amuſement to a book.” | 
« No indeed, Miſs, I ſhould not; I like 
G 2 «19 
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ce to hear any body read, though I do not 


ce read very well myſelf. Is it in that book 
© that Miſs Makepeace mentioned having 
© heard her uncle read ſomething about 
“ God's diſpleaſure : at falſehood ?” 

&« O no, it was from the Bible,” return- 
ed Miſs Jenny; „I'll endeavour, as I pro- 
« miſed, to give you a ſhort account of 
< it but my memory is not very retentive; 
ec and, if I ſhould not be correct, my couſins 
« will perhaps be kind enough to aſſiſt me, 
as we were all preſent at my uncle's read- 
ce ing and remarks upon it.“ 

The little party were once more all atten- 
tion, and ſhe proceeded as follows : 

In the ſecond book of Kings, there is 
* an account of a great prophet, named 
“ Eliſha, who had performed many wonders 
« in Iſrael ; and the miracles wrought by his 
£ hand were ſo marvellous and numerous, 
cc that his fame reached to other countries, 
c and the people ſought of him relief under 
« every calamity. 

This prophet had a ſervant named Ge- 
ce hazi, who daily witneſſed the ſurpriſing 


e works of his maſter, and had hourly in- 
«© ſtances 
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0 « ſtances of his ſkill in divination, as well 
5 cc as the power of healing, which ſhould have 
A « convinced him that he was taught of 
t « Heaven, and ſuperior to any deception 
ce that could be practiſed againſt him: but 

- « this wicked ſervant, ſo far from being 
o awed by ſuch conviction, inſpired by the 
t WW « ſpirit of covetouſneſs and falſehood, at- 


( tempted an impoſition, which finally end- 
8 « ed in his own deſtruction, as do moſt at- 
5 6c tempts to hide our faults from the all-ſee- 
ing eye of God. 


| | cc It happened that Naaman, Captain of 
- = © the Hoſt of the King of Syria, was aillict- 
« ed with a violent leproſy ; and by means 


is © of a ſervant-maid, who had been brought 
d _ © captive out of Iſrael, and waited on Naa- 
rs © man's wife, the fame of the prophet's 
15 c“ miracles reached the ears of the houfchold, 


85 « and was told to their royal maiter, who, 


85 greatly eſteeming his Captain, ſent letters 
er « and preſents immediately to the King of 

„ Iſrael, and requeſted of him to cure him; 
3 e but in that monarch himſelf there was no 


( faving help; and he rent his clothes, and 
n. * ſaid to the meſiengers, * Am I God, to 
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kill and to make alive, that this man doth 
come to me to be cured of his leproſy,? 


Behold, the king of Syria ſurely ſeeketh 


a quarrel againſt me.“ 


« And when Eliſha heard that the King 
of Iſrael had rent his clothes, he ſent to 
him, and deſired that Naaman might come 
before him, that he might know for a cer- 
tainty that there was a prophet in Iſrael : 
ſo Naaman came before him with his 
horſes and his chariots, and his mules 
laden with preſents, and they ſtood before 
the door of Eliſha, 

And Eliſha ſent a meſſage to him, ſay- 
ing, Go and waſh in the river Jordan, 
Sg thou ſhalt be clean; but Naaman, 
who had no faith in the efficacy of fo ſim- 
ple a remedy, was angry, and faid, © Have 
we not rivers enough in Syria, that I need 
come thus far to waſh myſelf ?? and he de- 
parted in a rage: but his ſervants, who 
loved their maſter, and wiſhed for his re- 
covery, ſaid to him, © My father, had the 
prophet commanded ſome difficult thing 
thou wouldſt have done it; how much 


eaſier then when he faith to thee, waſh 
& and 


« the prophet, ſeeing that his maſter had ac- 


„ might be deceived, Eliſha could not; and 


„ his chariot, and aſked if all was well, 
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te and be clean.“ He then liſtened to their 
tc advice, and went down and dipped him- 
ce ſelf ſeven times in the river that Eliſha 
cc had pointed out; and his fleſh was healed; 
ec and became clean as that of a new-born 
« child. Grateful for the benefit, he then 
© returned to the prophet, and acknow- 
ce ledged that his God was the only God, 
« and no other would he in future ſerve. 
He offered alſo all the preſents that he 
cc had brought; but Eliſha refuſed them, 
ee and diſmiſſed him with his bleſſing. _ 

% Now Gehazi, the wicked ſervant of 


e“ cepted of no reward for this great act of 
« kindneſs, determined to make his advan- 
« tage of it by impoſing on the credulity of 
« both; but he forgot that, though Naaman 


ce he followed after the Captain of the hoſt 
&« of Syria, who on ſeeing him alighted from 


& And Gehazi replied, that all was well; 
© but that two young men, ſons of pro- 
© phets, were come unto them from mount 
" . ; and that his Maſter requeſted for 
them 
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ce them the preſents that were offered; and 
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Naaman gave to each a talent of ſilver 
and a change of garment. The wicked 
ſervant then departed ; and, when he came 


to the city, ſent away the men who went 


with him, and depoſited his treaſure in 
the houſe. And when he came into the 
preſence of his maſter, Eliſha aſked him 
from whence he came, and he replied de- 
ceitfully, © Thy ſervant went no whither.“ 
But the prophet replied, Did not my 
heart go with thee when the man turned 
again from his chariot to meet thee? Is it 
a time to receive rewards? The leproſy of 
Naaman ſhall therefore cleave unto thee 
and unto thy children. And he went out 
from before him a leper as white as ſnow. 
From this paſſage in ſcripture,” continued 


Miſs Makepeace, © my uncle pointed out 


CC 
6c 


_« For, ſaid he, © though man may impoſe 


ce 
\ 
cc 
cc 
60 


the inſufficiency of man's cunning when 
oppoſed to the wiſdom of the Almighty ; 


upon his fellow creature, he cannot poſſi- 
bly impoſe upon God.“ The little boy, 
when he meditated to rob the plum-trec, 
did not conſider, that though no human 
A being 
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being was by who might detect and bring 
him to puniſhment, he was ſtill in the 
preſence of his Maker, who, by ſome un- 
expected event, might bring his wicked- 
neſs to light. And it is ſo with every one, 
however ſecretly they may tranſgreſs.“ 
« I was reading ſomething applicable to 
this remark,” ſaid Miſs Steady, «© a few 
days before I came to Poplar Hall ; but I 
forget now whoſe it was: the ſentence, 
I think, was to this effect F deter- 
mined to commit a fault, firſt ſeek out a 
place where the eye of God cannot reach thee, 
and there thou mayeſt ſecurely ſin without 
the fear of being detected.“ 
« Arid what do you infer from this ſen- 
tence?” interrupted Miſs Colville, who 


at that inſtant entered the Hermitage, ac- 


companied by Mr. Harmony, and, pleaſed 


to hear in what manner they were engaged, 


wiſhed to enlarge a little more upon the 


ſubject. 


cc 


£c 


(4 


66 I think,” ſaid Mr. Harmony, “ that 
queſtion would be better ſuited to ſome 
one elſe, as it is plain the meaning of it 
cannot be unintelligible to the young lady 

« wha 
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<< tration of the topic which engroſſed hex 
c“ attention.” 


Miſs Careleſs, who replied with ſome heſi- 
tation; not having been accuſtomed to make 
her reflections fo publickly, that ſhe inferred 
from what her couſin had repeated, that there 
. was no place in which we could be hid from 
the ſight of God. 

« You are very right, my dear,“ returned 
Mr. Harmony; © and you may add allo to 
re that inference, that by keeping this cer- 
c tain truth in our memories, we ſhall at all 
times avoid the commiſſion of intentional! 
& evil; and that when led into accidental 


c tural imperfections of our nature, a 
c candid avowal of our offence is always 
* more pleaſing than deception, even in the 
« eyes of man; and that, in the eyes of God, 
« the latter ſeldom goes unpuniſhed: you 
cc have in Scripture many inſtances in which 
© it has been marked by his peculiar ven- 
<< geance. 
80 your diſcourſe as we approached the Her- 
« mitage, 


te who ſo judiciouſſy repeated it as an illuſ⸗- 


Miſs Colville then addreſſed herſelf 0 


& errors from want of foreſight, and the na- 


From what I gathered from 
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« mitage, my niece has been relating to you 
« one; and another very friking one, I 
« dare ſay, you muſt have remarked in the 
« fifth chapter of Acts, which ſhews that, 
ce jn all ages, the ſin of lying was held in 
& abhorrence by Him to whom all hearts 
t are open, and from whom no ſecrets can 
« be hid.” 

Such ſubjects, chourh familiar to Miſs 
Steady and the young people at Harmony 


Lodge, were altogether new to Amelia Care- 


leſs, whoſe morals had been leſs attended to 
than her accompliſhments : but ſhe appeared 
very ſeriouſly impreſſed by theſe obſerva- 
tions, and told her couſin, as they went in to 
tea, that whenever tempted to 'commit a 
fault, ſhe hoped ſhe ſhould always remember 
their viſit to Mr. Harmony,“ for,” ſaid ſhe, 


| © never, till Ws, eee lying to be 


“ ſo great a fin.” 
The remainder of the evening was ſo plea- 
ſantly paſſed, that the hour of departure 


ſtole unwelcomely upon the little party, and 


they ſeparated on each ſide with ſuch ſymp- 
toms of reluctance, as proved that the viſit had 
been mutually agreeable; but the pain they 
experienced 
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Wt experienced at parting was lefſened, by a 
promiſe from Mr. Harmony of ſoon return- 
ing it; and before they took their leave, 
i Miſs Makepeace preſented her little friends 
4 with ſome views which Miſs Harmony and 
if herſelf had ſketched from the ſurrounding 
ſcenes; and her brother added to the pre- 
ſent a tranſcript from Thomſon's Seaſons, 
which, he ſaid, at a leiſure hour would afford 
them much pleaſingamuſement. Theſe tokens 
of eſteem were reſpectfully received; and 
Miſs Steady, having no pocket-book, begged 
i her aunt would put them into her's; but Mr. 
if Harmony hearing the requeſt, and conjec- 
turing the cauſe, went immediately to his 


f | ſtudy, and bringing from thence a couple of | 
| annual memorandum books, neatly bound in 
| | morocco, preſented one to each of the young ] 
| ladies, which he ſaid would not only be of i 
IF uſe for the preſent purpoſe, but ſerve to re- h 


4 giſter whatever might occur to them as a 
ſource of pleaſure or improvement. | 
« The firſt entry they will make, then,” 
faid Miſs Colville, „ will, I am perſuaded, 
1 « be of their viſit of to-day, from whence 


&« both thoſe advantages, I truſt, have been 
« derived; 
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Hs... Df EY and of which, if I may depend 
© upon appearances, they are both perfectly 


« ſenſible.” 


Elated with Mr. Harmony's kindneſs, and 


their aunt's approving ſmiles, they now took 
their leave, chatting cheerfully, as they 


walked, on the pleaſing events of the day. 


Alas! how unſtable is worldly happineſs, 


ſince I, who am but a thimble, was doomed 


to ſuch viciſſitudes ! 
They had not proceeded above half a mile 


when, by an accident impoſſible to have been 


foreſeen, I was at once thrown froni a ſtate 


of felicity, and fated to waſte the pleafanteſt 


days of ſummer, far from the ſociety of my 
ſenſible little miſtreſs, in an obſcure corner 
of a large corn field, where I might have 
lain till now, had not fate intervened to re- 
inſtate me once more among the cheerful 
haunts of men. 

Miſs Steady generally kept me in an ivory 
box, the ſcrew of which having by ſome 
means looſened in the courſe of the day, I 


{lipped from my place of ſecurity; and being 


thrown at large among other trifles of leſs 


conſequence in her pocket, in taking out a 


II cambric 


* 9 * 
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HE . cambric handkerchief to ſhield her throat 
from the effects of the evening air, I was 


drawn out at the ſame time, and precipi- 


tated to a great diſtance, without any one 


noticing my misfortune ; for the ſoft graſs 


breaking my fall, I alighted on the ground 


damage. 


cnn moans 


INTEGRITY in HUMBLE LIFE EX 


EMPLIFIED IN THE CONDUCT OF 
PAT-L'Y PRIMROSE. 


HERE I ho for ſome time, unheeded by 
any one; my luſtre gradually decreaſing by 
the effects of the damp and duſt, and in mo- 
mentary danger of experiencing a ſtill ſe- 
verer fate in being crutked to pieces by the 
preſſure of human feet; for, too much tar- 
niſhed to hope to become conſpicuous to the 
paſſers-by, I feared that, when the time 
of harveſt arrived, I ſhould meet my irre- 


the labourers. But that which we apprehend 
as a calamity ſometimes proves to our ad- 
3 x Tanne! 


without any noiſe, and ſcarcely any perſonal 


vocable fate from the heavy feet of ſome of 
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vantage; and even in reſpect to inanimate 
creation, I have reaſon to aver that Provi- 

dence deſigns all things for the beſt. 
The corn ripened, and the reapers were 
ordered to the field ; the buſineſs of harveſt 
| went on, and I ftill remained uncruſhed, be- 
5 ing rather out of the common path, and 
ſhaded from obſervation by the herbs which 


ſprung about me. I alſo remained unnoticed - 


til! the field was cleared of the corn; but 
when the ſurrounding poor were permitted 
to glean the ſcattered ears, and collect their 
ſcanty portion from the overflowings of 
abundance, I was once more reſtored to ſo- 
ciety, and became for a ſhort time the pro- 
perty of worth, though not of affluence.— 
Among the gleaners were Dame Primroſe and 


had filled her apron with corn; and retiring 


ar to the hedge to ſcreen herſelf for a few mi- 
he nutes from the mid-day fun, called around 
me her her younger brothers and ſiſters, to 
re- whom ſhe diſpenſed a ſhare of the humble 

of proviſion brought with them for refreſhment. 
nd She had juſt dealt out her laſt piece of bread, 
ad- and was reaching her hand to ſome diſtance 


H 2 to 


her children. Little Patty, her eldeſt daughter, 


” - 
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to pick a few leaves of ſorrel that the young- _ 


eſt had requeſted of her, when it was my 
fate to be diſcovered among the blades of 


_ graſs. | 


« What have we got here?“ ſaid Patty, 


as ſhe tried to pull me from my hiding- 


place, to which I adhered from the dirt 
which had incruſted me. “ O dear, it is a 


cc thimble!” and in the ſecond effort ſhe. 


drew me out, ſo completely diſguiſed, that I 
dare ſay, had Miſs Steady ſeen me at that 
moment, ſhe would ſcarcely have known 


her old ſervant. 


A few rubs, however, from Patty's ſtuff- 
gown ſoon reſtored my luſtre, and J was 
held up to the admiration of the little fa- 
mily, who thought their ſiſter the luckieſt 
girl in the world, and told the ſtory of her 
good fortune to all the children in the field. 
She put me carefully into her pocket, and 
with her companions reſumed her labour till 
the cloſe of day ; when, after retiring to the 
humble roof of her parents, I again became 
the object of her contemplation and dit- 
courſe, —© I never ſaw,” ſaid ſhe to her ſiſ- 


ters, “ ſo pretty a thimble before; it is not 
« brals, 
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ce braſs, for it's quite another colour—T 
&« wonder what it's made of!“ | 
« Afk neighbour Harrow,” ſaid her mo- 


ther; © ſhe goes often to the market towns, 


« and has perhaps ſeen ſuch a one — 
“e the fine folks.“ 

Away went Patty, and returned with the 
joyful news that it was ſilver; for neigh- 


bour Harrow had ſeen ſeveral before, and 


ſhe had beſides compared it with a ſixpence, 

and it was exactly the ſame colour. * 
This intereſting intelligence heightened 

the joy of all the family; for as filver was 


a metal which, from rarely. ſeeing it, they 


deemed invaluable, it was ſhewn to every 
one as a proof of uncommon luck, 
Patty went to bed at the uſual hour, and 


| after ſaying her prayers, as all good girls do, 


began again to reflect upon the good fortune 
of the day; and among other ſubjects, her 
mind began to be occupied in thinking how 
the treaſure ſhe was poſſeſſed of could poſſibly 
have come into the place where ſhe found 
it. On a ſudden it darted into her mind that it 
muſt have been //t, for no one would put it 
there on purpoſe; © and if ſo,” argued this 
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honeſt little girl, who, though poor, had the 
fear of God before her eyes, and innate 
principles of honeſty imprefſed upon her 
heart, © it is none of mine, though I have 
« found it; perhaps it may belong to ſome 
& young lady who is fretting for the loſs of 
« it—perhaps has been beaten for her care- 
& leſsneſs. I'll enquire every where in the 
« pariſh if ſuch a thing is miſſing; and if 
no one owns it, I may then _—_ it with- 
« out being guilty of a ſin.“ 

With theſe ſentiments of integrity Patty 
Primroſe dropped into a calm repoſe; and, 
after a refreſhing ſlzep, awoke, determined 
upon making every enquiry in her power to 
effect a diſcovery of the perſon who had been 
the recent owner of her prize. 

Her parents were too honeſt to diſcourage 
this commendable reſolution, though the 
propriety of ſo doing had not occurred to 
them; and, after the labours of the day, ibe 
was permitted, with one of her ſiſters, to 
take a walk round the neighbourhood, and 
make enquiries at al! the gentlemen's houſes, 
i {uch a thing had been loſt, 


The 
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The firſt two or three produced no 


owner, but much approbation of her con- 
duct, and ſome halfpence as its reward ; and 
ſhe was proceeding cheerfully to others, | 
when, in crofling a field, ſhe met the Miſs | 
Smallwits returning from a vilit, attended 
by a footman ; and making a low curtſey, ſhe | 
aſked if either of them had lately loſt a ſilver 
thimble, and, taking me from her pocket, 
preſented me to their inſpection. 

Miſs Smallwit took me, and after a mo- 
ment's conſideration, with a face covered 


with bluſhes, ſaid it was her's; for conſcious 


falſehood will tinge the cheek even of the 
moſt hardened ; and Patty replying, that ſhe 


was happy in being ſo lucky as to be able to 


reſtore it to her, was ſuffered to depart with- 


out any other reward than thanks for the 


imaginary reſtoration, | 
But how ſupremely happy were the fenſa- 
tions of Patty Primroſe, compared with thoſe 


of Miſs Smallwit! The former went home 


ſerenely pleaſed from having acted conſiſtent 
with the dictates of integrity; and the latter 
embarraſſed beyond deſcription, to think in 


what manner the ſhould accgunt for the 


poſſeſ. | 
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poſſeſſion of a bauble ſhe had-obtained by 
cunning, at the expence of truth ; but as 
one falſehood is generally the parent of ano- 


mined to ſay that ſhe found it, and charged her 
ſiſter not to aver the contrary, on pain of 
being beat the next time they happened to be 
alone ; which threat, coming from an elder 


her ſuperior ſtrength, had ypon the mind of 
Miſs Suſan its intended effect ; and ſhe con- 
cealed, from fear, what ſhe would moiſt pro- 
bably have diſcovered the firſt time that any 


them, 
In the pollifion of Miſs Smallwit I 
therefore remained for ſome days, during 


= which I experienced all the pangs of vexa- 


tion which ſuch an unpleaſant change of 
circumſtances could inflict. - In the humble 
habitation of Dame Primroſe, I might have 
found fome degree of that tranquillity and 
happineſs which awaited me during my ſhort 
reſidence at Poplar-Hall—I ſhould have be- 
held content under the garb of poverty, and 
goodnels of heart conſpicuous without learn- 


2 3 


ther, by the time ſhe got home ſhe had deter- 


ſiſter who had oftentimes in anger proved 


diſagreement might have happened between 
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ing; for, in the lowly Patty, uncultured by 
education. I ſhould have witneſſed the vir- 
tues of my former miſtreſs, and the ſimila- 
rity of their diſpoſitions would have conſoled 
me under the misfortune of being driven far 
from her preſence but it is perhaps neceſ- 
ſary to experience the viciſſitudes of life, in 
order to fit us more properly for the — 
ment of its comforts. 

In the family of Lady Smallwit I was an 
Hourly ſpectator of the ill effects of indul- 
gence—the young ladies were ſeldom made 
ſenſible of parental difpleaſure, unleſs for 
errors which threatened fome injury to their 
health: thus uareſtrifted in their actions, 
inſtead of acquiring daily improvement, the 
ſeeds of folly took deeper root, and their 
whole behaviour was one continued ſcene of 
impropriety and rudeneſs; to which was ad- 
ded a portion of diflimulation that rendered 
them altogether unamiable, and was often 
productive of the moſt unpleaſant and inju- 
rious conſequences, both to themſelves and 
every one who had the misfortune to be con- 
nected with them. | 
6 Scarcely 
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Scarcely a day elapſed in which ſome of 
the ſervants were not ſeverely lectured for 
ſome miſdemeanour attributed to them un- 


juſtly —either furniture damaged, paſtry or 
confectionary miſſing, hot-houſe plants or 
rare exotics injured in their growth by im- 
proper handling, which, inſtead of being 


attributed to its true ſource, were imputed to 


the gardener's careleſsneſs; and not only diſ- 
appointed him of his hopes, but alſo often 
drew upon him the diſpleaſure of his maſ- 
ter and miſtreſs, who naturally ſuppoſed him 
to be ignorant of his buſineſs. Thus was 


every domeſtic in the family liable to the im- 


putation of faults which they had never com- 
\ mitted, while the real authors of the miſchief 


remained perfectly ſecure from anger, and 
exulting in the addreſs with which they 


evaded detection. 

This unfeeling propenſity was not confin- 
dd to the ſervants only, but even the animals 
kept for their amuſement ſuffered frequent- 
ly from the wanton cruelty of their diſpoſi- 
tions, which was exerciſed unmercifully 
whenever an 3 offered for the diſ- 
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play of that tyranny which they ſo much 
delighted to practiſe, _ 

Their hours, inſtead of being Sa to 
works of genius, or the acquirement of in- 


tellectual improvement, were diſſipated in 


childiſh follies, productive neither of plea- 
fure nor advantage—ſedentary employ was 
not required of them, leſt it ſhould be detri- 
mental to their conſtitutions, or injurious to 
their eyes; ſo that the greateſt part of their 
time was paſted in ſauntering about the houſe 
or gardens, playing with their dolls, or 
teazing the dogs and cats ; and the latter 
was an amuſement in which they took par- 


ticular delight. The principal ſervite in 


which I was employed during the time I re- 
mained in the poſſeſſion of Miſs Smallwit, 
was in rapping the head of poor Pompey, 
and cruſhing the harmleſs inſets which 
came within their reach; for theſe unfeeling 
little girls had never been inſtructed in thoſe 
leſſons of humanity which teach us that 


The poor beetle that we tread upon 
In corporal ſuff*rance feels a pang as great 
Hs when a giant dies.“ 
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In fact, the effect of ſo much leiſure truly 


verified the common obſervation, that idle- 
neſs is the parent of miſchief; for had they 
been properly employed, it is probable that 


their conduct would have been marked with 


leſs caprice and fewer inconſiſtencies. 


Heartily ſick of my captivity, for I can- 
not call- it ſervice, I hoped from day to day 
that I ſhould- fall into ſome more worthy 


hand; but this deſirable event was a tedious 


time delayed, though the negligence of my 


' miſtreſs frequently ſubjected me to ſuch a 


revolution by leaving me careleſsly about. 
Sometimes I remained for whole days to- 
gether on a bench in the garden—at others 


was chaſed about at the pleaſure of the kitten, 
by whoſe pranks J was once in danger of be- 


ing conſigned to the flames; for Miſs Suſan, 
being pleaſed at the ſport puſs yielded them, 
hurled me about from one part of the room 
to another, till I accidentally found an aſy- 
lum under the grate, where J lay ſecure till 
the next day; and had not the houſemaid 
been more honeſt than her young lady, I 


ſhould never more have reſumed my ſtation 


„ like 
Patty 


in the pocket of the latter - but Betty 


— bo bonne 0 
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Patty Primroſe, was a girl of ſtrict integri- 


ty; and ſhe no ſooner diſcovered me, than, 


after wiping off the duſt I had contracted, 
ſhe reſtored me to my miſtreſs. 
Under theſe unpleaſant circumſtances I 


| had remained about a fortnight, when I had 


the pleaſure to hear that Lady Smallwit 
propoſed taking her daughters to viſit a fa- 
mily in the neighbourhood of Poplar-Hall ; 

and as the unhappy are apt to catch even at 


ſhadows which offer them any glimpſe of 


relief, I flattered myſelf it was not impoſſi- 


ble but Miſs Steady and her couſins might 


alſo be acquainted with them, and not im- 
probably happen to be there at the ſame time; 
for though from theſe probabilities I dared 


not hope for a releaſe, I pleaſed myſelf with _ 
thinking that I ſhould at leaſt have once 
more the ſatisfaction of being in the preſence 


of that amiable young lady. 
The event more than anſwered my ex- 
pectations In paſſing the hedge of a ſhrub- 


bery, the attention of Lady Smallwit was 


ſuddenly attracted by the ſound of ſome one 
reading ; and after liſtening a ſhort time, ſhe 


laid, it was certainly a voice ſhe had before 


1 | heard. 
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heard. This excited the curioſity of the 


young ladies, and, determined to gratify it 
more fully, they went forward to an open- 
ing in the fence, from whence they preſently 
diſcovered Miſs Steady, and two more young 
ladies, ſeated on a bench; but the former 
was ſo attentively engaged by a paper ſhe 

held in her hand, that ſhe did not perceive 


them, till one of her companions remarked 


that there were ſome ladies looking at them 


from the other fide of the hedge. Miſs 


Steady then raiſed her eyes from her book, 
and ſeeing it was the Miſs Smallwits, tho” 
not very much pleaſed at the interruption, 
very politely aroſe and paid her reſpects to 
them. By this time Lady Small wit had over- 


taken her daughters, and the eldeſt of the 


ladies, to whom Miſs Steady was then on a 
viſit, invited them into the ſhrubbery. 

The invitation was accepted; for her 
Ladyſhip, on laoking at her watch, found 
it was earlier than ſhe had imagined, and 


faid they would reſt themſelves awhile, and 


then proceed on their walk. 
« What were you reading?“ ſaid Miſs 


| Bmallwit, after they were ſeated ; © my mama 
„thought 


c 
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© thought ſhe knew the voice, and that made 


ce us look over the hedge.” 
Lady Smallwit then begged ſhe might not 


be an interruption, and Miis Steady replied | 


that, if agreeable, {lie would repeat the lines 
ſhe had juſt begun when the found of her 


voice attracted their attention. She then re- 


ſumed her ſeat, and very correctly: repeated 


the following beautiful lines, which I recol- 
lected Miſs Makepeace to have given her on 
the day that ſhe vilited the worthy inhabi» 
tants of OY Louge — 
AH! little think the gay, licentious prond, 
Whom pleaſure, power, and affluence ſurround; 


They, who their thoughtleſs hours in giddy mirth, 


And wanton, often cruel, riot waſte; 

Ah! little think they, while they dance along, 
How many feel, this very moment, death, 
And all the fad variety of pain?! 

How many fink in the devouring flood, 

Or more devouring. flame! how many bleed, 
By ſhameful variance betwixt man and man! 
How many pine in want and dungeon glooms, 
Shut from the common air, and common uſe 
Of their own limbs! how many drink the cup 
Of baleful grief, or eat the bitter bread 

Of miſer yr fore pierc'd by wintry winds, 
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How many link into the ſordid hut | 
Of cheerleſs poverty! how many ſhake 
With all the fercer tortures of the mind, 
Unbounded paſſion, madneſs, guilt, remorſe ; 
Whence tumbled headlong from the height of life, 
They furnith matter for the tragic muſe, | 
Even in the vale where wiſdom loves to dwell, 
How many rack'd with honeſt paſſions droop 
In deep retired diſtreſs! how many ſtand 
Around the death-bed of their deareſt friends, 
And point the parting anguiſh. Thought fond man 
Of thefe, and all the thouſand nameleſs ills 
That one inceſlant ſtruggle render life, 
One ſcene of toil, of ſuffering, and of fate, 
Vice in his high career would ſtand appall'd, 
And heedleſs rambling impulſe learn to think; 
The conſcious heart of charity would warm, 
And her wide wiſh benevolence dilate : 
The ſocial tear would riſe, the ſocial figh; 
And into clear perfection, gradual bliſs, 
Refining ſtill, the ſocial paſſions work, 


During the recital of theſe elegant lines, 
the ſympathetic heart of Miſs Steady diſco- 
vered itſelf by the tear of ſenſibility which 
bedewed her cheeks ; nor were thoſe of her 
companions unmoiſtened by the pearly drops 
of ſympathy : but the Miſs Smallwits, un- 
accuſtomed to reflection, and to whom any 
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thing ſerious was painful, diſplayed evi- 
dent marks of impatienge before ſhe had 


finiſhed ; and then began to aſk twenty frivo- 


lous queſtions relative to the garden; what 


fruit it produced ? if there were any gold and 


ſilver fiſh in the canal? and laſtly, if ſhe 


viſited at the houſe they were then going to? 
To the laſt of theſe queſtions, Miſs Stea- 


dy replied, that ſhe did not; ſhe could give no 


very ſatisfactory anſwer to the firſt, as ſhe 
was almoſt as great a ftranger as themſelves ; ; 
but the young ladies, to whom ſhe was then 
a gueſt, to gratify their childiſh curioſity, 

rack them round the pleaſure grounds, at a 
diſtant part of which there happened to be 2 
ſmall piece of water, in which there were a 


few of the fiſh they were ſo deſirous of ſeeing; 
but, though they could juſt diſcern them, 


the water was rather thick, and they did not, 


as uſual, play upon the ſurface. While one 


of the young ladies was gone into the houſe 


for ſome crumbs of bread, in hopes to entice 


them nearer, Miſs Smallwit, too impatient 


to wait till her return, ſearched her pocket 


for ſomething which might ſerve as a ſubſti- 
tute for bread; and, as it was ſeldom unfur- 
13 niſhed 
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niſhed with: ſome. ſort of cakes or paſtry, 
drew out a handful of crumbled biſcuit, in the 


midſt of which I made my appearance, and I 
had inevitably been precipitated to the bottom 
of the water, had not Miſs Steady reſtrained 


her hand, from the fear that it might not be 
proper to feed them with; and, in ſo doing, 
1 fell upon the graſs, and lay there ſome: 


time, without any one obſerving me, ſo 
buſily was every one employed in feeding, 


and admiring the finny tribe, which now glit- 
tered upon the baſon; but, after the novelty 
had ceaſed, and they were returning to the 


ſhrubbery, where they had left their mama 


and the lady of the houſe, my old miſtreſs 
| fortunately perceived me lying on the 


ground, and immediately recollecting me; 
from ſomething peculiar in my border, or 


perhaps from that inſtinctive influence which 


furniſhes a recollection of what has once 


been valued, exclaimed with much ſatisfac- 
tion, Well, who could poſſibly have 


ce thought it! after having loſt my thimble 
c fo many weeks, I have at laſt found it in 
« place where I never was before!“ 


The face of Mis Smallwit was in a mo- 


| ment | 
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ment as red as crimſon ; ſhe reclaimed me 
with ſome acrimony, declaring that I was 
hers; and Mifs Steady as firmly maintained her 
right, which ſhe was now confirmed in, by 
a mark made, from an ineffectual attempt 
to engrave her name on one {ide of me when 
I firſt became her property ; and convinced 
that, by whatever means Miſs Smallwit be- 
came poſſeſſed of me, her claims were prior, ſne 
wondered that any one could be ſo mercenary 
as to wiſh to retain what they knew was not 
their own.. © I am ſure, Miſs,” continued: 
this ſenſible young lady, © if I had by any 
accidental means come into the poſſeſſion 
« of any thing fifty times as valuable as this, I 
« ſhould never think of retaining it after the 
right owner was known to me. This thim- 
ce hle is aſſuredly the ſame that my aunt pur- 
c chaſed for me ſome months ago; and if you do 
not believe me, let our diſpute be referred to 
her deciſion; if ſhe is not of the ſame opi- 
6% nion, I will unreluctantly relinquiſn my 
« title to it; but, till then, I ſhall certainly 
« keep it, from a firm perſuaſion that it is my 
right:“ and fo ſaying, Clara conſigned it. 
to her pocket, while Miſs. Smallwit walked: + 
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on muttering, that ſhe ſhould alſo appeal to 
her mama, who knew it to be her's, while 
Miſs Suſan ſoftly ſaid to her ſiſter, though 
loud enough to be overheard, « Now, Mar- 
< tha, the truth will come out; you had bet- 
cc ter never have owned it, for I am ſure you 
cc have too little uſe for a thimble for it to be 
« worth getting anger about.“ 

Miſs Smallwit {till ſullenly declared ſhe 
would maintain her claim to it; and the 
little party by this time rejoined their parents, 
in a very different frame of mind from that i in 
which they had left them. 

Lady Smallwit was the firſt to obſerve 
the alteration, and immediately exclaimed, 
« What is the matter, Martha? you look as if 
« ſomething kad vexed you.” 

No reply was made to this queſtion; 
one party refrained by anger and conſcious 
2uilt; the other by 8 unwilling 
to explain what migkt be productive of 
correction. 

Again the queſtion was repeated, almoſt 
angrily, when Miſs Suſan replied, 

Tis only about a thimble, mama; my 


© ſiſter dropped i it out of her pocket, and 
« Miſs 
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ec Miſs Steady fays it is her's ; and fo they 
have quarrelled about it. I wiſh we had 
never gone to the fiſh-pond.” - 
Miſs Steady now advanced gracefully to- 
wards Lady Smallwit, and with the mild 
conſciouſneſs of innocence ſaid, “ Indeed; 
« Madam, we have not quarrelled ; though 
« what Miſs Suſan ſays is really the cauſe of 
ce her ſiſter's vexation. It is true, I owned 4 
<« filver thimble that I found on the graſs by 
© the fiſh-pond, as from particular marks I 
knew it to be mine. Miſs. Smallwit alſo 
« claims it as her's ; and I havetold her, that 
« if I cannot more fully prove my right to it 
ce than by my own aſſurances of its being 
« fo, I will return it to her again. But 
« Pm almoſt ſure I cannot be miſtaken ; 
« and were my aunt Colville preſent, I make 
« no doubt but ſhe would convince you 
« that I do not tell a falſity. Here it is, 
« Madam ;” at the ſame time preſenting it. 
« This is very ſtrange, indeed,” replied 
her ladyſhip; © it cannot poſſibly belong to 
e both;“ and, ſurveying me ſomewhat cloſely, 
ſhe obſerved the ineffectual attempt that had 
deen made to engrave a cypher, which, though 
imperfect, 
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| imperfect, was evidently intended for the 


initials of the young lady to whom I be- 


| longed, and ſhe ſharply aſked the little culprit 


how ſhe came to ſuppoſe it her's, when the 
name of another perſon was marked upon it. 


„Fou muſt be miſtaken, Martha,” conti- 
nued ſhe, it cannot poſſibly: be yours. IL 
cc never bought for it you; and you don't love 


« work well enough to make fuch a pur- 


cc chaſe for yourſelf.” 


It is mine indeed, mama; Pee had it 
&« a great while; and ſhe ſobbed with an- 
ger, from the fear of being conſtrained. to. 
give up what ſhe knew was not her own. 


If it is your's, as you aver it to be, pray 
Martha how came it into your poſſeſſion?ꝰ 
Miſs Smallwit continued crying, but at- 


tempted not a word of explanation. 
4 Your ſiſter is dumb, I ſee; ſo pray Suſan. 
cc anſwer for her, and tell me how-fhe came 


N £c by it. 22 


4 Indeed, indeed, mama, ole Miſe 


Suſan, fearful of incurring the reſentment 
of her ſiſter if ſhe told the ons, « I know 
e nothing about it.” 


Juſt at that n dome "FIR and. wine- 
and 
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and water, for. the refreſhment of the young 
people, were brought into the garden by a 
neat little girl about thirteen years of age, 
who on ſeeing the Miſs Smallwits dropped 
them one of her beſt curtſies, which in an 
inftant covered both ſiſters with ſuch extreme 
confuſion, that it was evident to every one 


preſent. 
My young . if 4 Pad my 


adventures with that attention I with all 


to do who are indulged by their parents 
with a ſight of them, will naturally ſup- 
poſe, that this neat little maid was no other 
than the identical Patty Primroſe, whoſe 


honeſty has been on in a foregoing 


chapter. | 

In conſideration of the numerous family 
of her mother, and being ſtrongly recom- 
mended by the good character ſhe bore, Mrs. 


Goodwill had a few-days before taken her 


into her family as an attendant on her daugh- 
ters; and as a guilty conſcience is almoſt 
ever its own accuſer, her appearance at this 


critical juncture perſuaded Miſs Small wit, 


that Patty had been ſent for purpolely to 
5 | contute 
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confute her in the falſehood * had ſo firm- 
ly maintained. 

Not daring to if up their eyes, and ah 
cheeks tinged with the deep dye of conſcious 
guilt, they each-extended a hand to take a 
piece of the proffered cake; when Lady Small- 


wit, ſuſpecting from their confuſion that they = 


had not told the truth, declared that neither 
of them ſhould touch a bit till they had ſin- 
cerely told her by what means the thimble, 
claimed by Miſs "OT came into their poſ- 
ſeſſion. 
Not doubting but it WAS already known, 
both fell on their knees and begged to be for- 
given; while, amidf a ſhower of tears, they 
confeſſed that the light of Patty had convinced 
them that it was in vain to perſiſt in falſehood. 
« Of Patty!“ returned their mama; 
« why ſhould the ſight of that young wo- 
e man affect you? I thought it was Miz 
Steady who claimed the thimble,” ? 
« So it was, mama,” ſaid Suſan; cc but 
« it ws Pa—atty that and ſhe could 
not finiſh the ſentence for ſobbing, 1 
Lady Smallwit now inſiſted on knowing 
the truth ; and, with much difficulty, gained 
| enough 
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enough from Miſs Suſan to learn that her 


ſiſter had owned what ſhe had in reality no 
right to; and that Patty Primroſe was the 
perſon whoſe ſimplicity had been impoſed on 
by her deceptious avowal of ſo groſs a falſe- 


| hood, 


The artleſs girl was now applied to for 
further explanation, when the whole ſtory 
of her firſt finding me under the graſs, and 


her integrity in endeavouring to diſcover my 


real owner, became a ſubject of admiration ; 
and the meanneſs of Miſs Smallwit, in claim- 


ing what ſhe had no pretenſions to, called for 
the ſevereſt cenſure from every one preſent. 
Even her mama, who was too much prone 


to indulgence, expreſſed her diſpleaſure in 


terms, that led them both to ſuppoſe the pu- 


niſhment would not end in public expoſure ; 
but that, on their arrival at home, a ſevere 


perſonal correction would be inflicted for 


the want of principle in one, and iniincerity 
in the other. 

I was then reſtored to my amiable little 
owner; who, while the Miſs Smallwits 


| were purſuing their walk, with drooping” 


K heads 
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heads and downcaſt eyes, from the diſgrace 
they had incurred, placed me ſmilingly on 
her finger; and, expreſſing her pleaſure at 
having thus unexpectedly recovered me, ſaid, 
ſhe ſhould work now with double pleaſure. 

The many vicifitudes I have ſince un- 
dergone, though I doubt not but they might 
prove both entertaining and inſtructive to 
my Readers, muſt be deferred until a future 
opportunity, as the relation of them would 
exceed the limits of this publication. 

Suffice it to ſay, that I am ſtill] honoured 
with a place in the pocket of my miſtreſs; 
and the reaſon why ſo honoured I will give 
you in her own words; for be it known, that 
the young lady I have had the happineſs to 
ſerve (as I have remarked in the early part of 
this book) never does any thing without be- 
ing able to give a ſugicient reaſon for every 
part of her conduct. | 


8 
THE REASON. 
A YOUNG party being one day afſem- 


bled to celebrate the birth-day of Mils 
Steady, 
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Steady, after tea they ſtrolled into the mea- 


dows, and, when tired with walking, ſeated 
themſelves on a bench which environed an 
ancient oak. 

An intereſting converſation then took 
place reſpecting the ingenuity of foreigners ; 
and one of the young ladies, to illuſtrate the 
remark, took from her pocket a needle-cafe, 


curiouſly worked in ſtraw—& And I,“ faid 


Miſs Steady, © have alſo a beautiful little 
« box, made by the French priſoners during 
« a former war—it was given ane for a 
„ keep-ſake by a lady whom I much eſteein ; 
« ſee how neatly it is wrought;” and preſent- 
ing it for inſpection, ſhe at the ſame time 
put ſome trifles it contained into her lap, that 
her young friends might more GW exa- 


mine the workmanſhip. 


Among thoſe trifles was myſelf, and to all 


appearance the moſt worthleſs trifle in the 
 box—at leaſt ſuch did I appear to the young 


lady who fat next her, who, taking me up 
from amongſt ſome pieces. of coin, and 


other baubles of little value but for the ſake - 


of their ſeveral donors, enquired why ſhe 
K 2 kept 
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kept ſuch a bent worn-out thimble as that? 
„It is not worth a farthing,” continued 
Miſs Lively, “ much leſs to be honoured 
« with a place in a repoſitory. for keep- 
<« fakes, and other curious things. See, here 
« are two or three holes in it - do, my 
e dear, throw it away—it cannot be of the 
« ſmalleſt ſervice,” 

Nor is yonder little horſe,” replied 
Miſs Steady, © and yet my papa gives him a 
« place in the meadow among thoſe of more 
© utility. Poor Fanchon was given him by 
« my grandfather when almoſt a child—ſhe 
carried him very ſafe for many years; 
& and now, worn out with age and ſervice, 
he values her for the ſake of the venerable 
% giver, and the good ſhe did him former- 
c ly. Do you not perceive now why I 
e keep my thimble? As a remembrancer it is 
„ juſt as valuable as any other trifle in the 
« box, and in itſelf has been very uſeful.” 
Juſt then poor Fanchon came neighing to- 
wards them, and after taking a bit of bread 
from the hands of my miſtreſs, a treat al- 


ways afforded her when ſhe came into the 
meadow, 
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meadow, trotted back again to her com- 
panions; and the young ladies returned to the 
houſe, where I muſt now leave them, and 
alſo, for the preſent, take leave of my 
young Readers; but, at ſome future period, I 
may perhaps take up my adventures from the 
time in which I had the goot fortune to be 
reſtored again to the poſſeſſion of Mis 
Steady, in whoſe character, I flatter myſelf, 
they will find many traits ſufficiently 
amiable to recommend her to their attention 
as a pattern for imitation ; and in that of the 
Miſs Smallwits many errors of conduct and 
opinion, which good. ſenſe and good nature 
will teach them to avoid. 
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wy — -Part II. 
— Part III. 
The E loriſt, or 'Poerical Noſegay 
Muſeum for Young Geatlemen and Ladies 
The Hiftory of a Pin 
The Hiſtory of Young Edwin and little Jeſſy 
Reading Leſſons, by Mrs. Lovechild, being Part II. 
of the Infani's Friend 
A mort Introduction to Ie Grammar, by Mr, 
Davis 
The Village Mat ron 
The Sunday Mi ſcellany 


One Shilling and Threcpence each, 


Pars1nc Leſſons for Elder Pupils; reſolved into 
their Elements, with Rules for Parſing, &c. 
by Mrs, Lovechild 


One Shilling and Sixpence each. 
err for Children, by Queſtion and An- 


{wer 
A new Hiſtory of the Grecian States, * the Rev. 
Mr. Cooper 
: Ar new Hiſtory of England, by Ditto 
—— in French 
5 new Roman Hiſtory, by Ditto 
Ihe Hiſtory of North America, by Ditto 
The Hiſtory of South Ame rica, by Ditto 
The Hiſtory o! France, by Ditto 
The Hiſtory of Prince Lee Boo 


CATALOGUE, &e. 


Poetica Bloſſoms, being a Selection of ſhort Poems 
for Children to repeat from Memory, by 
the Rev. Mr. Cooper 

Lord Cheſterficld's Maxims 

New bery's Familiar Letter Writer 

Conſtantio and Selima, a Fairy Tale 

The New Children's Friend 

Keeper's Travels in Search of hjs Maſter 

Moral Amuſement 

Youthtul Portraits 

Newtonian Syſtem of Philoſophy, by Tom Tele. 
ſcope 

Paths of Virtue, exemplified i in the Live of emi⸗ 
nent Men and Women 

Memoirs of a Sparrow 


Tabs Man each) 


Tus Blind Child 

The Two Couſins 

Edward Barnard, or! Merit Exalted 

Ihe Force of Example 

Tales for Vouth, with Wood Cuts, by Bewiek 
Choice Emblems, for the Improvement of Youth 
The Hiſtory of Sandford and Mertou 
Anecdotes of Mary, or the N Governeſs 
Tales of the Cottage 

Tales of the Hermitage 

Juvenile Speaker 

Gay's Fables, with Wood Cuts 

Bible in Miniature, Morocco 

A Deſcription of London, in 2 pocket volumes 
Lives of the Britiſh Admirals, ive volumes in one 


r / // /// Soma tc © rooms ˖ 9 


CATALOGUE, &e, 


Two Shillings and Sixpence each. 


Nartvrar Hiſtory of Fiſhes, &c. with — 
Plates 

The Siameſe Tales 

Seripture Hiſtories, by Mrs. Pilkington 

Pity's Gift, with Wood Cuts 

Miſs Palmer's Letters on ſeveral Subjects 


T hree Shillin gs each, 


Dow Quixote, abridged, with Cuts 
Obedience Rewarded 
The Selector, conſiſting of Viſions, Tales, and 
Allegories 
Croxall's-Aſop's Fables 
Wakefield's ode to Botany, with Cats, 
boards 


T hree Sbillings and $ TOY 


TRE Locking-Glaſs for the Mind, with Wood 
Cuts, by Bewick 


The Bloſſoms of Morality, with Wood Cuts, by 


Bewick 
The Hiftory of the Bible, with Cuts 


Wi Dodd's Beauties of Hiſtory, with Wood Cuts 


Hittorical Beauties for Young Ladies, with Wood 
ts: -. 
The Oriental Moraliſt, or Beauties of the Arabian 


Nights Entertainments, with Cuts " 
The Juvenile Olio, by Dr. Mavor 


| Sheridan and Henderſon on Reading and Recit- 


ing Engliſh Poetry 
Sheridan and Walket's nn Dictionary, 
for the pocket | 


CATALOGUE, &e. 


A ſhort Hiſtory of Inſecta, deſigned as a Pocket 
Companion to thoſe who viſit the Muſeums, 
with Plates, ſeed 4 


Four Shill:ngs Py 


Ds. lebe s Lives of the Engliſh Poets, abridged 

Youth's Miſcellany, being a Sequel to the Juvenile 
Olio, by Dr. Mavor 

Natural Hiſtory of Birds, with Copper. Plates, 2 
vols, 

Natural Hiſtory of Beaſts, with Copper Plates, 2 


vols. 
Four Shillings and Sixpence each. 


Taz Rudiments of Reaſon, or Young Experi- 
mental Philoſopher; 3 vols. 


Five Shillings each. 


| PraMATIC Dialogues, 2 vols, 
Jones's Pocket Biographical Dictionary 


Six Shillings each. 


Mirckgrrr's Moral and Inſtructive Tales, 2 vols. 

Inſtructive Rambles in London and the adi Jacent 
Villages, 2 vols. 

A New Claſſical Dictionary, forthe Uſe of Schools, 
by Thomas Browne 


Dr. MAVOR's HISTORICAL ACCOUNT of 
the moſt celebrated VOYAGES, TRA- 
VELS, and DISCOVERIES, from the 
Time of CoLuMBuUs to the PRESENT 
PERIO pP, in 20 Volumes. 

Price, ſeaued in colured Paper and labled 
on the Back — 11 10:0 
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CATALOGUE, cc. 


Price, neatly bound and lettered, ditto = C. 3 0 0 
— elegantly bound and gilt - 3 10 „ 


N. B. The Reviewers ſpeak of this Work in 
Terms of the higheſt Approbation. 


The BRITISH TOURIST; or TraveLtier's 


Pocxzr ComPAnion through Ex q- 
LAND, WaLES, SCOTLAND, and IR E- 
LAND, comprehending the moſt celebrated 
Modern Tours in the Britiſh Iſlands, 5 
Volumes, by Dr. Mavos.. 

Price, ſcaued in celoured he a and labled 
on the Back - - Leo 15 © 


A feav Copies are printed on A Pa- 
per, price, caued in _ _ 


manner, - 1808 0 
CARDS. 

n. 

Tar Hiſtory of England 2 o 2 © 

The Geographical Deſcription of England oO 2 0 

The Geographical Deſcription of the World o 2 6 

O10 


'The Impenetrable Secret - ” 
Les Amuſemens des All:mands, or, the Di- 
verſions of the Court of Vienna; 
in which the Myſtery of FoxTuNe- 
TELLING is unravelled, with a 
| Book of ſuitable Directions 0 30 
A New Syſtematical Compendium of Geo- 
| graphy, exhibited on the four 
Suits of Cards 0-40 - 


Alſo a Variety of Schemes in the form of GamMEs, 
calculated to make the Read to Know 1. pleaſant 
and eaſy, | 


